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Another month on and the club continues to head in the right direction. 

 

At our last committee meeting treasurer Tim presented a budget for the current financial 
year. While based on historical fact it also looks forward to what may reasonably be 
expected. We will track this through the year and any obvious differences can be 
identified and checked. We will do a full half yearly review as at the end of September. 

 

Also on finance, our last years accounts were audited shortly after the AGM and there 
were no changes to the accounts. If anyone wishes to read the auditors report just call at 
the office. There were no adverse comments. 

 

You will note various maintenance projects around the club property. Runway 25-07 will 
be rolled and sown when it is dry enough, a judder bar into the main car park, fence 
repairs by the club house car park , roading upgrade in the private hanger area when the 
mud dries, and sundry other small jobs. Grant Jolley is co-coordinating all this. 

 

We are looking to put together a short video to be used in the welcome/induction of new 
members. As an organisation we must be aware of the Health and Safety side of things as 
well as the usual warm welcome we give our new members. Jonathan Large is putting this 
together along with an upgrade of our Web Site, with the assistance of Raylene. 

 

The Flying Committee reviewed the operation of our microlight, DYZ. While all past 
problems are fixed at the moment there is still a niggly engine vibration at a certain RPM. 

We plan to get this investigated by the experts but this involves 
a trip to Tauranga, or they come to us. If anyone needs to go 
up that way and would like to fly DYZ then give Sharn a call 
and a favourable rate will be negotiated. A reminder to all 
club members that although DYZ is a microlight you can fly it 
with a PPL. A rating is required just like any other aircraft. It is a 
nice aircraft to fly, is a bit different in various aspects (reclined 
seats, constant speed prop, rotax motor) and it would be nice 
to see it get more use. So, if you are looking for something 

different then please book in and give it a go. I know you will like it!. 

 

Did you know that the RAES (Royal Aeronautical and Engineers Society) usually hold a 
monthly meeting in our club rooms. The topics are numerous, far ranging and interesting, 
all are welcome. A $2 donation is all that is required, or join up by all means. I 
personally   prefer to go to something like that than sit and watch TV at home!. Check the 
notice board for details of the next meeting, 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7pm. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
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The Wings Dinner is looking to be another great night. It is a formal/semi formal event so 
dressing appropriately  would be appreciated for those attending. 

 

Instructor Tom will be finishing up on the 22nd October and Bianca will become full time 
in his place. We thank Tom for his work and professionalism over the last 18 months and 
wish him well at Sounds Air. Do keep in touch if/when you have a spare minute. An 
appropriate farewell gathering will be advertised shortly to allow members who have 
known and flown with Tom to show their thanks.  At the same time we formally welcome 
Bianca to the full time position. Thanks for joining us.   

 

A warm welcome to new members Robin Parsons, Michael Hey, Karl Slape, Joe Slape. I 
know you will enjoy your aviation adventure with the Marlborough Aero Club.  

 

Included in this issue is the start of a very interesting “saga” from Grant Jolley. It is great 
that he has taken the time to relate some of his experiences and he has crammed an 
awful lot in. I know that you will find it interesting. A challenge to other members to do 
the same. I know that there are plenty of you who have done many different things and I 
also know that members love hearing about them. So do not be shy.  

 

Safe flying  

Alistair 

Presidents Report Continued…. 
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CFI REPORT 

It has been a busy month with plenty of interruptions with weather. That has not 
dampened either the staff’s or students’ spirits though and we have been getting out in 
almost all weather! 

Tom passed his B-Cat Flight Test with Alistair Matthews and Bianca passed her first C-Cat 
renewal with Kevin Wilkey so she is all go to step into Tom’s position when he leaves. Tom’s 
last day of work is going to be Sunday 22nd October.  So for those of you wishing to see Tom 
before he leaves you still have a few weeks.  We are unsure at this point if we are going to 
replace Bianca’s position with a casual part timer. This will be determined in the future with 
the committee depending on workload and students moving forward. 

October is shaping up to be a very busy month with about 6 students flight testing for PPL’s, 
2 students flight testing for their CPL’s and 1 for a C-Cat renewal. Add on top of this 
Southern Katipo which begins on October 20th and runs for a month.  

Daylight savings is now upon us. We are looking at extending the clubs hours of operations 
and running a split shift if needed to keep up with student demands. In the meantime for 
those of you that hold current licences if you would like to hire an aero club aircraft outside 
of normal office hours then get in touch with one of the instructors. We have a system in 
place where those people can access the hangar and aircraft to go flying. 
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Tom Hall 
11 September 17 

CFI Report continued…. 

 

 
Chris Clark 
3 September 17 

FIRST SOLO 

Outside of work I have been busy planning a wedding at the end of the year and also 
been preparing for a couple of mountain bike races before I “retire” the bike to focus on 
the wedding. The big race focus this year is in Christchurch mid October. I have entered 
as a 6hr solo racer. Last year I placed third in my category. This year I hope to be back 
on the podium.   

Sharn Davies 

B-CAT 
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FLYING HOURS 

Tammy Ireland our youngest 
member at 11 years old flying.  
Tammy flies fortnightly with us.  
Keep an ear out on the 
radio—she is superb! 
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CLUB CAPTAIN REPORT 

 

Hi everyone,  

 

How on earth is it October already? It feels like only yesterday I can't remember New Years! 
But what amazing things have happened at the club since then show us all just how it does 
span out. I'd firstly like to say a massive well done to some of our members who decided to 
head up to the Bridge Pa tail dragger fly in. Good one team. I find that really positive, 
people taking it upon themselves to get out there and do it! Keep that stuff up! The month 
of September has been spent organising our trip to the Motueka Regionals at the end of 
October along with getting everything sorted for the Wings dinner. I'm hoping for a good 
turn out so if you haven't put your name down and you wish to go, this needs to happen 
straight away! September for me has been very busy doing final preparations for my CPL 
flight test so if there is something you think I may have missed that may well be staring me 
right in the face this month as Club Captain please do forgive me. October will allow me 
more time to focus on Club related happenings so I appreciate your understanding! 

 

I would like to make a special mention to a member of our club, Hayden O'Hara. Hayden is 
in the final stages of getting his PPL and I think I've talked him into doing his CPL here too!!!! 
But what I find very admirable about Hayden is, despite the demands of the count down 
towards his flight test, is that he has made 120% effort to attend, help and compete in all of 
our Club Competitions, what a weapon! Not only did he compete but as you will find out 
later this week at the Wings Dinner he aced it! So well done Hayden. Best of luck with the 
flight test! 
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October starts off with the Wings dinner this Saturday the 7th where we recognise the 
wonderful achievements of our students and members over the past year. I look forward to 
seeing you there! Late October is of course regionals that we are almost ready for. We 
have a fine looking team of competitors and supporters and I once again commend those 
involved for stepping out of the comfort zone and giving it a go. Good work. I'm well aware 
Wings Dinners & Competitions are for not for everyone and as I promised, I will do what I 
can to ensure EVERYONE is keen to be involved, so I will be sitting down with Sharn to 
discuss and plan a local day fly away that we can get people out having a great time 
without breaking the bank. Let's make good times happen! Obviously the weather hasn't 
been overly nice to us and many flight tests are coming up for students but very effort will 
be made. Importantly please remember it's the Club Captains job to make sure the clubs 
social flying aspect is in good order, and that's made even better with feedback from the 
members so we can do things that YOU enjoy, so never be afraid to give me a ring or meet 
up at the club for a coffee and a chat about it, I'm never too busy for the members. Next 
month I will have some more details to share on up coming events. Until then keep the 
awesome work up and I look forward to seeing you at the Wings Dinner!  

 

Safe flying  

Ben  

Club Captains Report continued…. 
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The continuing wet weather has played havoc with a number of projects we have 
underway. Mainly these are the resowing of the rougher areas of 07/25 and the tidying up 
of the private hangar access roads. The contractors do not wish to create bigger 
problems whilst the ground is so wet and are waiting for things to dry out. 

 

Similarly restoration of the damage caused by the wet conditions at last Easters airshow 
continues and once things dry out the pickets are to be restored in the area by the 
clubhouse. This will then allow for the placement of a further six pickets as an overflow 
area by the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A start has been made to replace the fence along the clubhouse carpark. This will also 
have a larger gate to allow better access to the airfield during events such as the Classic 
Fighters Airshow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A speedbump is to be placed on the roadway into the office carpark to reduce the 
speed of vehicles entering this area. 

 

We are presently evaluating quotes for repairing and resealing the tarmac area which is 
starting to break up in some areas.  

 

Grant Jolley  

 

FACILITIES REPORT 
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YOUNG EAGLES  

September saw our YE’s finalising and presenting their Woodbourne airport plans to the 
members at the end of month get together at the club house on Friday night, we had 
four YE’s present their plans which were well received by members present who asked 
some good questions, it was a great confidence boost for the YE’s having to present in 
front of an audience. 

 

The following day (Saturday) was our monthly meet which kicked off with a classroom 
learning session on circuit procedures and overhead re-joins, this attracted quite a few 
questions from the YE’s and parents present alike. 

 

We then broke into four groups and worked our way around four work stations, the first 
was knot tying teaching the reef knot, bowline and around turn and two half hitches, 
which then lead to station two picketing an aircraft using those knots, then onto the 
flight simulator we have in the YE’s room and the last was flying with Ben in the circuit for 
15 minutes putting in place the classroom learnings from the morning. 

 

After all of that we finished off with a BBQ which went down well with the hungry YE’s in-
cluding myself and Ben, special thanks to Danielle Yealands and Jane Mckenzie for or-
ganising the BBQ. 

 

Cheers Jono  
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Young Eagles continued... 
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Young Eagles continued... 
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Clear and Correct Runway 
Omaka airfield presents a unique scenario with multiple vectors and plenty of visiting and 
local traffic. This is a challenge for visiting pilots and demands a high level of situational 
awareness for local pilots on a daily basis.  

“Line up checks complete, all ready, LET’S GO!” 

Safety issues from recent and past situations provide a good learning scenario. Situational 
awareness when operating on the airfield is crucial! 

Picture this….  

An aircraft circuiting on RWY 01 has called “Downwind 01, Touch and Go.” Looking at the 
airfield on Base leg the pilot notices an aircraft taxiing in the vicinity of RWY 25 threshold. 
There had been no taxiing call and the aircraft flying was the only one in the circuit at the 
time.  

The pilot continues the approach, lands on RWY 01 and applies power for the “GO.” Just as 
full power had been applied, the aircraft previously spotted on the ground at the RWY 25 
threshold taxies across RWY 01 vector in a Westerly direction heading for the RWY 07 
threshold ONLY 200-300m ahead of the pilot about to takeoff on RWY 01. The pilot in the 
aircraft on RWY 01 aborted the takeoff and stopped short of the taxiing plane. Meanwhile 
the plane taxiing to the West continues on toward the RWY 07 threshold and is busy 
requesting a clearance through the zone from Woodbourne Tower for their flight, oblivious 
to the potential accident that has just been avoided.  

 

 

 

SAFETY NOTES 
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KEY LEARNINGS 

Careful of 01 & 07 Thresholds 

In the past, there have been potential conflicts when RWY 07 or RWY 01 are in use. Often 
in conditions associated with this wind direction, either RWY could be utilised.  

Take special caution in establishing if there is an aircraft already using RWY 01, as 
unfortunately if you are at either of these runway thresholds you will not be able to see 
each other because of the vineyard. In particular RWY 01 threshold aircraft cannot been 
seen from majority of the other vectors and thresholds until it is too late.  

Freshly Mown Taxiways 

 

Those of you who have flown recently will have noticed the freshly mown and distinctive 
taxiways. Just a reminder to look out both ways whenever the taxiway intersects with a 
runway vector as shown in the diagram. When circuiting, arriving or approaching to land, 
be prepared for pilots, visiting or local who may not be taxiing in the pattern or using the 
particular taxiway you expect – don’t make assumptions.  

Taxiing Calls vs. Aircraft Operating 

Safety is very dependent on our situational awareness! It is great to have a good lookout 
and make sure your pathway is clear. However, especially with so many runway vectors it 
is very important to keep an active listening watch so you have idea as to who is a 
potential threat and an indication of where to lookout for them. The layout of Omaka also 
makes it very important to have good communication and establish if there is an aircraft 
operating on a particular runway before you make your taxiing call. This also applies to 
backtracking on a runway, make sure you have confirmed the active runway so you 
know where to lookout or hold and avoid scenarios like the one described earlier.  

Safety Notes continued... 
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.  How long have you been flying and how many hours? 
 
Now into my 52nd year and coming up to 21,000 hrs. 
 
.  How did you get into flying? 
 
My earliest recollection would have been at primary school age at Whangamata. My 
uncle was topdressing and I recall going for a flight with him in a Cessna 180. During the 
school holidays, I would visit from Gisborne, having flown up in the NAC DC-3 (with cockpit 
visits) and going out with him in the Cessna and later on in the Fletcher around the Bay of 
Plenty. 
 
Prior to my 16th birthday I commenced flying at Tauranga Aero Club in a Bolkow 208 and 
went solo in CJH. Flying at the time was £3/10s solo and £5 dual. A boost was when at High 
School in the Air Training Corps I was selected for a ATC flying scholarship which entailed 10 
hrs on the Harvard at Wigram.  A PPL followed and after getting close to my 200 hrs a CPL 
ground course at Auckland Aero Club with my commercial flight test at Auckland Flite 
Centre. 
 
.  What was your career after that? 
 
Looking back, quite interesting with a number of great experiences. 
 
Initially it was building up hours flying parachutists in a C-180 (cost then was $12.50 ph) and 
doing aerial photography of farms out of a Cherokee with the door off. During this period, I 
did a C cat instructor rating and was able to get some part time instructing and moving to 
full time with the Flite Centre. Pay was $3,000 per year a drop from my driving job I had with 
General Foods. 
 
Per chance after about a year I heard that Mount Cook were hiring on the ski planes and 
coincidentally we had a charter to Te Anau so I managed to call into Mount Cook for an 
interview and started shortly after in the grips of winter. This was a great improvement from 
instructing pay - $4,500 pa plus accommodation. However, the accommodation initially 
was a little spartan by today's standards with the single pilots living in annexes off the 
hangar or my case a hut beside the Avgas tanks. Mount Cook seemed isolated after 
coming down from Auckland however the social life revolving around the bar at the 
Hermitage more than made up for it.  
 
 

 

GRANT JOLLEY’S CAREER 



�ϭϴ 

�)UHVK�3RZGHU�6QRZ�–�7DVPDQ�*ODFLHU 

Grant Jolley’s career continued... 

At that period in the 70’s flying on a ski plane up onto the Tasman Glacier, or over onto 
either the Fox or Franz Joseph Glaciers was 'adventure tourism' and it was a must do for 
the large amounts of international tourists who bused or flew into the region. It is 
understandably so still today though there is a lot more competition for the tourist dollar. 
Flights were subject to weather, with some days whiteout conditions preventing landings 
as there was limited or no depth perception. During the summer peak period, the 
company was operating over a dozen C-185's, a big change from the few aircraft now 
based there. Easily filling the C-185 with 5 passengers at $12.80 a head for a 25 minute 
flight time up onto the Tasman Glacier it was a big revenue earner in the mid '70's with 
aircraft turning over close to $150 ph. 
 
After a few years on the C-185 based both at Mount Cook and over on the coast at Fox 
Glacier the company advertised positions in Auckland flying the Islander up to Kerikeri and 
also onto one of Mr Grumman's fun machines, the Widgeon. Flights were mainly around 
the Hauraki Gulf and out to Great Barrier with summer time providing much flying in and 
around the Bay of Islands plus doing scenic flights off some of NZ's most picturesque 
beaches in the Far North. During this period, the chance to upgrade my single engine 

�Grumman Widgeon – Mechanics Bay 
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Grant Jolley’s career continued... 

Sadly Mount Cook closed the amphibian operation due to increased costs in maintaining 
these old aircraft so it was back to the ski planes. At this time Mount Cook was modifying 
the Islander onto skis to take into account the increasing tourist numbers. This however 
caused a number of stress issues on the aircraft structure however it was a fun thing trying 
to get airborne in deep snow at times utilising a much greater takeoff run while thinking is 
this thing ever going to fly. 
 
A number of airline employees passed through on holiday and the company provided 
airline discounts, subject to seats being available, for the scenic flights. One day a crusty 
senior DC-10 Captain of Air NZ passed through and he was taken up onto the glacier. 
Very much appreciative of the flight he joined a few of us pilots afterwards to chew the 
fat. He told us he had been the skipper on one of the Antarctic flights that Air NZ had just 
started up. It all sounded interesting to us young guys and he was asked “what training 
do you do for whiteout?” While looking down his nose at these sprog pilots, he looked at 
us with distain as we were being interpreted as questioning these gods of the sky’s great 
experience. I’ll leave the reader to make their own conclusion.  
 
Eventually the call of the airlines beckoned and a start with Safeair on the Bristol with a 
move to Blenheim. What a great machine it was to fly and with a group of highly 
experienced Captains including the likes of club members Owen Hughes and the late Bill 
Ashley you could certainly learn a lot from those guys - ask Owen about "aural nulls". After 
obtaining my B-170 type rating one of my first training flights was to Christchurch with the 
mail. Forty years later I have gone full circle being back on at the same spot with the 
mail, this time in a B737-400 as I near retirement my cheeky F/O telling me I haven't gone 
very far - yeah right! 
 
The trips to the Chatham Islands were the highlight of my Bristol flying, with the off-shore 
navigation using a drift site and stop watch in addition to the two ADF's and 200Mhz DME. 
These trips could be very long especially out of Christchurch, arriving out at the island on 
the old Hapupu strip to find the place fogged out and requiring a divert back to 
Christchurch. Eventually the time came to move onto the Argosy where I spent most of 
my career with Safe.   
 
A year after starting with Safe a new operator, Sea Bee Air, took over the amphibian 
operation in Auckland so I helped out over the Christmas, Easter and other public 
holidays flying the Widgeon and the bigger Grumman Goose for a number of years. The 
Goose was incredibly solid, could take on greater swells and waves than the Widgeon 
and those Pratt and Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior radials could get you out of trouble if you 
pushed the throttles through the 'gate' when sea conditions became interesting in open 
water. 
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Grant Jolley’s career continued... 

One interesting charter that came my way was in the companies Piper Aztec. A 
businessman arrived very agitated wanting us to search for an overdue yacht which he 
stated his daughter was on somewhere off the West Coast of the North Island. We flew out 
for many hours to no avail and returned to Auckland. Funnily enough the yacht came 
ashore a few days later at Karamea on the South Island West Coast, it being the infamous 
yacht from Bali containing a haul of heroin. 

Grumman Goose, Port Fitzroy – Great Barrier Island 

In late 1980, they asked if I was interested in ferrying out from Victoria Canada their new 
acquisition a Turbine Goose (G-21G) with PT6-27 engines. This was to be used on a UK 
government aid contract based out of the Tuvalu servicing the remote Tokelau atolls. I 
was most definitely keen, however a three week job took nearly 3 months due to the 
aircraft not being ready and the fitment of both the ferry tanks and an Omega Nav 
system. It was decided to finish the Omega fit when back in Auckland and we borrowed 
a Loran system for the ferry which at least would cover us for the first leg from the US 
mainland to Honolulu and part of the way to Christmas Island just north of the equator. 

In the meantime, there was plenty of time to look around and I managed a helicopter 
flight up to Spruce Lake where the Martin Mars water bombers were based over winter. A 
quick trip down to Seattle was in order to validate my NZ ATPL to an US Commercial and 
Instrument Rating for the ferry flight, little did I know that this was to open up another 
opportunity a few months later.  

Eventually after leaving Victoria on Vancouver Island we flew down to San Jose just out of 
San Francisco and memorably past Mount St Helens viewing the destruction from the 
earlier volcanic eruption. After waiting for a week in San Jose for favourable winds for the 
leg to Honolulu we eventually launched off but after 4 hours could see that the 
headwinds were greater than forecast so elected to return. Colin Campbell our NZ 
engineer had to get home to NZ so we found a local engineer / pilot. 
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Grant Jolley’s career continued... 

After waiting yet another week the winds became more favourable, at least on the 
forecast, so a second attempt was made for the 12:30 flight with just on 14:30 fuel in the 
main tanks including a large bladder in the cabin. This gave us a 25% overload which 
would make things interesting in the event of losing an engine early on or the need to do 
a crosswind landing. The American engineer / pilot who was looking forward to coming all 
the way to NZ as an adventure, and to assist me, couldn't keep altitude or heading so I 
elected to hand fly myself.  
 
Things progressed well until about the PNR where after that the headwinds increased 
instead of decreasing as forecast. We could see from the Loran, we were definitely 
getting into the 2 hour reserve by a large margin so declared a Pan call. Luckily an USAF 
C-130 was on a similar route from the US mainland to Hawaii and he confirmed that we 
were some 200 nm (1:30) behind where we hoped to be. They loitered around us but 
could not stay in case we had to ditch as he was getting marginal on fuel again because 
of the greater headwinds they had encountered. After discussing on the radio with the 
navigator before they left us it was decided to shut one engine down to conserve fuel, 
giving us greater endurance but obviously at a lower airspeed. This caused us to slowly 
drift down from our cruise altitude of 14,000' to around 7,000', which decreased the 
headwind and thankfully allowed us to pick up a tailwind from the NE trade winds. A 
decision was made to head in the direction of Maui, being a little closer than our planned 
Honolulu. 
 
We were left on our own for a period until a very bright red and white US Coastguard C-
130 arrived from Honolulu to assist in case of a ditching. The stress factor increased after 
some 5:30 hrs single engine with fuel diminishing and night falling. If there was to be a 
planned ditching it would need to be carried out before dusk however sea conditions 
were not that favourable and I was sure every white pointer in the North Pacific was 
about to congregate to where we would ditch. The engineer was sweating profusely 
frantically ringing out every last drop he could out of the bladder. Finally land showed up 
on the radar, we could eventually see the airfield lighting and as we went downwind the 
shutdown engine was relit to assist in the gusty crosswind conditions prevailing for landing. 
 
After reaching the hotel for a well deserved refreshment and sleep, my US partner 
disappeared after advising me that when we got to Honolulu the next day he was going 
back home - he had enough of this ferry business. Funny bugger!! 

Turbine Goose, ZK-ERX – Finally at Mechanics Bay 
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Grant Jolley’s career continued... 

The following morning we filled the main tanks to see how much fuel remained - nothing. 
I'm sure somebody had looked after us the previous day. In Honolulu, Colin, our NZ 
engineer was stranded due to overbooking of flights so he elected to continue back on 
the Goose. The remaining sectors from Honolulu - Christmas Island - Pago Pago - Tonga - 
Auckland were thankfully without incident however we became a bit nervous when the 
beacon on Christmas Island hadn't been powered up by the advised time. 

Safeair were magnificent in giving me the time off, however three months later I tested 
their generosity again when an opportunity arose flying an US registered 100 series Argosy 
out of Singapore transporting relief supplies for World Vision into Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
after the Vietnamese had recently overthrown the genocidal Pol Pot regime. That US 
validation was to come into good use. After pleading with Safeair management and 
going to see the GM, Des Lynskey, I was permitted to take leave without pay for a few 
months. Another great experience was to be had with the requirement being to clear 
Vietnamese customs in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) before flying VFR up the Mekong River 
to Phnom Penh to offload our cargo. The graveyard of US military aircraft at Tan Son Nhut 
(Saigon) airport was amazing but this was countered by the devastation and human 
suffering in Cambodia - a very humbling experience. I didn't really take a liking to the anti-
aircraft guys following you in the circuit for practice at Phnom Penh. Other charter flights 
out of Singapore occasionally popped up around the area particularly to Jakarta where I 
had never seen such massive CB's requiring large diversions to keep well clear.  
 

�������N-37807 Phnom Penh 
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Grant Jolley’s career continued... 

Another opportunity came up to return to Singapore a year later this time the US FAA 
validated my NZ ATPL to a US ATP for use only outside the US allowing a command in the 
operation. This was just as interesting flying as before but being intercepted by a couple of 
Vietnamese MiG 17's as one approached the Vietnamese FIR could be a bit disconcerting 
though no doubt they were having fun doing so as they waved to us going by.  
 
At the same time Mount Cook Airlines were operating a HS-748 out of Bangkok into Phnom 
Penh for the Red Cross. Quite often we would meet up on the tarmac and it was strange 
to meet up with pilots who I had flown with some 5,000 plus miles away from home. 
 
The Argosy was fitted with a pallet at the rear which held 8 seats. Getting into Cambodia 
was a problem as there weren’t many western airlines operating so we carried a number 
of humanitarian staff and some third world embassy staff at times. Interestingly a number of 
the humanitarian staff were ex Vietnam vets who told us they were trying to right their 
wrongs. Somehow it didn’t stack up as these guys had some amazing photographic 
equipment and whilst photography was prohibited they showed a lot of interest as to what 
was around the airport in Saigon from the confines of the aircraft windows.  
 
Getting paid was becoming an ongoing issue, with the Philippine engineers not having 
been paid for some time. Being the only Captain, they had with a big charter coming up 
the next day I advised the company that all staff were to be paid prior to leaving. After 
much complaining from the company I held out and the staff got their dues. A few weeks 
later the issue came up again but this time the coffers were empty and the operation 
folded with all of us not getting paid.  
 
Amphibian flying continued until 1987 when Sea Bee Air closed operations and one of the 
Grumman Goose was sold to a new operator in Christchurch – Canterbury Planes. This 
required training a few pilots which was an interesting change of scenery around Lake 
Coleridge and Akaroa. 
 
 

Back to NZ life seemed a little dull after these two experiences however a few ferry flights 
came my way taking ag' aircraft to / from Australia. Nothing in those days like GPS, just a 
single ADF for navigation and it made one greatly admire the much earlier aviation 
pioneers with the very limited equipment they had. The senses become finely tuned and 
heighten when in a single engine piston aircraft over water, increasing as you get further 
offshore, over cloud and more so if it is dark on departure, the planning being always to 
arrive at your destination with sufficient daylight. 
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Grant Jolley’s career continued... 

Back in NZ and Safeair until that eventful time in September 1990 when all staff were 
advised that the flying operation was to cease. My last flight was one out to the Chatham's 
from Wellington. We loaded on extra fuel and did a big scenic detour around the island 
plus Pitt Island. 
 
It was the end of a great part of the organisation but sadly the Argosy was becoming 
uneconomic and there wasn't really a modern replacement around. 
 
.  During that time were you involved in the well publicised UFO sightings? 
 
Not really, but a number of crews saw things which could not be easily explained. One 
that I can recall happened about 1989 when flying on the AA CH sector early one morning 
with Alistair Mathews. Over the Taranaki Bight an aircraft departing Palmerston North asked 
radar if he had traffic out to the west of him off the Manawatu Coast as he could see 
lights. Radar replied in the negative and asked us to report anything. Sure enough looking 
towards the east from our position there were lights which seemed to be moving between 
us and the coastline, and below.  Bravely after the well publicised events a few years 
earlier, or most probably stupidly, we asked to go off track to investigate. The light seemed 
to move slowly down the coast, out through the Cook Strait past Wellington getting higher 
all the time to where it seemed to accelerate out to the East. I couldn't say what it was but 
where it ended up was towards where the morning star, Venus, was rising. Maybe the 
Venetians were in a rush to get home. 
 
.   What happened after Safeair? 
 
For me the 13 years I had at Safe was great but looking back at that stage of my life, whilst 
the job was great, I can see now years later that there was not much future really in flying 
the Argosy. The redundancy now took me out of an unionised organisation into something 
where I would now have to stand on my own two feet.  
 
It was a time of turmoil for all the engineers and aircrew affected but we were given one 
months’ notice and the job hunt was on.  In the end I had four offers including one flying a 
Goose out of the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. Whilst it seemed really exciting, and I 
went as far as getting a Thai working visa, it was not really career enhancing so thankfully 
common sense prevailed and I took up the offer with Air Nelson flying the Saab 340 which 
was being introduced to take over the uneconomical F-27's of Air NZ. 
 
(To be continued) 
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