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From The Secretary 

 
 
 
THANK YOU … to all 50 crews who have fully paid up, and the 9 crews 
who have reserved their spot with a deposit. We have folks coming from 
England and Australia. We have our first Helicopter Registration, which 
really excited us all. 
 
ACCOMMODATION … all bookings need to be done via the website. If 
when you have a look you would like something a bit nicer or a bit 
cheaper PLEASE give Graham Elliot a call on ph: 06 868 4129 or 
email:  elliottravel@xtra.co.nz  and Graham or one of his helpful staff 
will be delighted to find the place that suits your price range and level of 
ambiance. 
 
CREW / TEAM UNIFORM … we are aware that some crews are looking 
to really get into the swing of the Air Safari and are looking to have uni-
forms. We look forward to receiving photos for inclusion in a future 
Newsletter. 
 
 
 
ENTRANT DECLARATION … this document is now available on the 
website for Entrants to complete and post to Liz King, Air Safari 2010 
Secretary, 3 Athena Drive, Totara Vale, North Shore City 0629. We do 
need to receive the document ASAP. As soon as Liz receives your En-
trant Declaration Liz will confirm to you your Air Safari 2010 number. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE  … if you are still cogitating over the viability of do-
ing the Air Safari, it is not too late. Entries close 30 November, none the 
less it would pay to get your deposit in sooner rather than later. Full pay-
ment will be required by 30 November 2009. 
 
RULES & REGULATIONS  … these are now on the website and you 
should give them a thorough read. Any questions or queries please do 
feel free to email Liz at lizking@clear.net.nz and an answer will come 
along as soon as possible thereafter. 
 



From The Event Manager 
 
 
 
 
AERO CLUBS ... Congratulations to the Aero Clubs who are all pres-
ently planning the lunches, dinners and special tours that will be part of 
the Air Safari entertainment. One of the reasons for this Air Safari is to 
promote Aero Clubs throughout New Zealand, to raise the awareness 
and encourage the locals to take a trial flight and enjoy sport flying.  By 
now you would have all studied the Safari Map and know exactly where 
you’re going---weather permitting! The Aero Club destinations will take 
us from regionally owned Aerodromes, to the private and the corpora-
tised each with their own special rules and regulations - but that’s all 
about the excitement and adventure of this Safari! 
 
 
 
 

 

LIFE FLIGHT TRUST ... Our Charity Partner for the Air Safari is Life 
Flight Trust and we’re working closely with Sebastian and Anna to de-
velop an excellent Media programme that will lift the awareness of the 
Air Ambulance Service. Many young lives have been saved by an emer-
gency flight to a hospital at a major centre - over 50% of the transfers are 
babies and children. We are delighted with the partnership and know that 
long term we’re all going to be well informed of the service and the lives 
saved. 
 
 
SPONSORSHIPS ... We continue to work with prospective Sponsors 
and will have more to tell you in the next Newsletter. Whilst we’re talking 
to the Media & Industry related businesses we’re also “thinking outside 
the square” after all, this Air Safari will be travelling over the entire coun-
try with excellent exposure for our Sponsors. 



BOB GRAY FLIES HIS ZENAIR WITH FLOATS  
 
When I saw the Zenair with its amphibious 
floats I was hooked but I found that it was much 
more complicated than buy the plane, get the 
rating, pack the rod and set the GPS for the 
great outdoors. Two years on I'm yet to really 
'live the dream." 
The first problems started before I even got 
near the water. Those of you who have seen it 
will know that the floats are simply huge. They 
hang out in front of the prop making the plane 
yaw in flight and making it imperative to use the 
rudder pedals for much more than the usual 172 
foot rests. 
It's also easy to over rotate on take off and 
landings and the consequences of touching down 
with the rear of the floats rather than the wheels 
are, I am told, hard to overestimate. Essentially 
all landings become power on tail dragger style 
'wheel' landings. On take off there's no hauling 
back on the stick to lift it off the runway, just a 
nice gentle lift off into ground effect then you 
can climb, albeit slowly, the amount of drag is 
simply huge. So much for short takeoffs and 
landings. 
I read lots of books, ok three, about water 
operations and there is just a spectacular amount 
to remember. Half the issue is the fact in the 
water the plane becomes a boat, but not a 
particularly practical one. Imagine a boat with a 
single, very dangerous, power source, no slow or 
reverse, precious little steering, large fragile 
surfaces stuck out either side and behind, a 
curiously high centre of gravity and truly 
stupendous wind-age.  

The minimum five hours to get a rating 
covers the usual cross wind and down wind 
takeoffs and landings plus a range of stuff like 
glassy water, rough water, plough turns, step 
turns (this last is terrifying - don't do it). In the 
US and Canada where they know something 
about 'amphibs' it's a much more realistic fifteen 
hours. Five hours is just enough to scare the 
pants off you. 



Every time you go out to tackle water 
operations you realise again that you are really on 
your own in an environment that changes from 
day to day. Landing in my practice area, the 
Waikato River, the runway is moving, the surface 
is always different, there are boat wakes, wind 
gusts and waves, the birds are not scared enough 
and there's the odd floating obstruction. A good 
look at the water before landing from below 500' 
is essential to see what lurks beneath. 
Several water skiers have fallen off as I've 
gone past but the white baiters are getting used 
to it. 

Landing is a simple matter of lowering the 
plane, by feel, onto the water in the correct 
configuration, with the wheels and rudders up, at 
just the right speed. The only snag is that on 
water your eyes lie and you have no idea how 
high you are. Get it right and the only way you 
know is to look for the spray outside the window, 
unless it's rough and then the vigorous pounding 
will let you know quickly enough. 
Take off is stick full back, full power then 
lower the nose to let it climb onto the 
'step' (plane in boating terms) then accelerate to 
take off speed and leave the water, trying very 
hard not to drop it back again. If you pull back 
too much then the rear of the floats will touch 
the water and the drag will keep you below lift 
off speed. If you lower the nose too much there 
is the risk that the front of the floats will 'dig in' 
with predictable and very undesirable 
consequences. If the water is glassy you'll need 
to lift a float, my favourite is the starboard one, 
to break the 'suck' otherwise you'll carry on until 
you reach the headwaters of the river or run out 
of fuel. Get it all right and flaps in by 50' then 
get the wheels up (or down) as required for the 
next landing. 

It's probably the most fun I've 
ever had sitting down and the best part is it's 
completely legal. 



The places we will visit 

After a restful night at Tauranga we leave for a trip around the moun-
tains and lunch at Taupo Airport. 
 
Flying into Taupo visitors and locals alike are always struck by the size 
and beauty of the Lake. Located in the centre of New Zealand's exciting 
North Island Lake Taupo has a surface area of 616 square kilometres 
(238 sq mi), is the largest freshwater lake by surface area in Oceania, 
New Zealand's largest lake and is a similar size to the nation of Singa-
pore  

 
After lunch it is onto Gisborne via Opotiki and the East Cape down past 
Tologa Bay and into Gisborne, where we will be met by members of the 
local aero club and then out at the airfield we will be having a Happy 
hour and a welcome from the Mayor of the City of Gisborne, this will be 
followed up by a local Maori Kapa Haka Group performance, after that it 
is on to dinner at the Emerald Hotel.  

 
 
 
 
This leading Gisborne Hotel  is located in the 
inner business district 13 Gladstone Road . 
This is at the confluence of three rivers: Turan-

ganui, Taruheru and Waimata and provides northern and eastern rooms 
with great river views while the majority of rooms take in the peace and 
tranquillity of the internal courtyard and pool pavilion area with waterfall 
and spa. The hotel is near to Gisborne's bay and Young Nicks Head (Te 
kuri-o-Paoa) where the first sighting of New Zealand by Captain Cook's 
crew was made in 1769.  



We leave Gisborne and head to the Mahia Peninsular then onto Lake 
Waikeremoana and Tuai before heading back towards the coast and 
over the Napier City and into the Hastings Aerodrome (Bridge Pa) for our 
lunch stop at the HB&ECAC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After lunch it is onto Masterton via Waiouru and  the middle of the island 
flying over such places as Taihape, Ashhurst, Pahiatua, Eketahuna be-
fore arriving at the Hood Aerodrome for a well deserved rest day stop-
over. 
 
Masterton is located in the Wairarapa region of New Zealand just an 
hour away from Wellington. The Tararua Mountains to the west and the 
wild Pacific Ocean to the east create a sense of isolation and wonder. A 
full range of classic kiwi adventures are on offer. Masterton is also the 
largest town in the Wairarapa Region and there will be plenty to do and 
see on your stopover. 



 

AROUND NEW ZEALAND AIR SAFARI 2010AROUND NEW ZEALAND AIR SAFARI 2010   
An event organised by Flying New Zealand 

(RNZAC) 
 

 
The Organising Committee 

John McLean                     Chairman/Event Director 
Liz King                              Secretary / Registrations / General Enquiries 
John Brunskill                   Treasurer/Competitions Director 
Kevin Lloyd                        Logistics/Accommodation 
Graeme Claridge                Marketing/Promotions / Photography 
John Spry                           Marketing/Promotions 
Tony Page                          Local logistics & Planning 
 
 
Karen Groome         Event Manager   
 
 

Other people who are involved with the  
Around New Zealand Air Safari 

 
Matt Wakelin                      Safari Director 
Anna Wakelin                     Safety Officer 
Alistair Blake         Scorer & Corporate Pilot 
Mike Groome         Risk Management & Logistics 
Trish Stephens         Finisher and  Ground Judge 
Ike Stephens          Ground Marshall  
Stan Smith                         Safari Engineer 
 
For further information 
Please contact  
Liz King 
Secretary  
FNZ Air Safari 2010 
lizking@clear.net.nz 
www.flyingnz.co.nz 
 

 
 
 
 


