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The organisers of the Classic Hits Around New Zealand Air Safari 2010 have started the count down 

7 weeks left to Registration 
 

 

Meals & Events: 

Following on from JanuaryΩs newsletter we have this month included everything that is 

happening on Rest DayΩs, Special Treats, and the Grand Finale. We are aware that many of you 

are hoping to catch up with Family & Friends during the Air Safari. We are delighted that this is 

so and encourage you to invite family & friends to part icipate with you in any of the functions 

anywhere along the way including the Grand Finale and Warbirds over Wanaka. We figure the 

more the merrier and ƛǘΩǎ a great way for us all to meet new folks. Do remember though that we 

need ALL the bookings in by February 20th 2010 to secure numbers necessary for the caterers,         

buses and tours.  
 

 

Merchandise: 
 

We are pleased to advise that the final design and style has been approved and the costs nearly 

sorted. You will be able to pre order a Safari hat, polo shirt and polo fleece via the website as 

soon as costs are finalised. You will be advised as soon as this is available via the webpage. 

 
 

Fuel:  

Now we know you ŘƻƴΩǘ need reminding that fuel supply at New Zealand airfields is a mixed bag 
be it Shell or BP. You do need to have both types of cards as most are one or the other with a few 
being both.  
 If anyone has concerns regarding fuel or the required fuel endurance of their aircraft please 
contact Mike Groome mgroome@taupoairport.co.nz 
 
 
Check List: 
Your committee has developed a wee checklist which we hope you find handy to ensure you 
have all the bits n pieces that may well be needed. This will be emailed to you separately. 
 

Rules: 
Just when you thought it was safe we up and change a couple of things. ItΩs OK; we listened to a 
couple of helpful suggestions and acted accordingly. These are being checked by the legal 
beavers at the moment and as soon as they are finalised will be emailed to all Entrants. The 
changes will be highlighted, so will be easy to spot. 

 
Route: 
Some minor modifications have been made; the latest version is on page 22. 
 

Precision Navigation Competition: 
Has been added at the Timaru stopover. 
 
 
Photo Competition: 
Is being developed. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mgroome@taupoairport.co.nz
http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Transportation/transportation-clipart3.shtml
http://www.free-graphics.com/clipart/Communication/mailbox.shtml
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0060-0503-0313-4445.html
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/1386-0812-1616-2201.html
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-0912-3019-3465.html
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-0703-0118-4237.html
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-0909-0422-1843.html
http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0512-0707-3012-5855.html
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ON LINE 

 

Spidertracks will be on line with the Air Safari. Aircraft tracking and safety system Spidertracks will be 

watching over the participants of 2010 Air Safari as they trek around the country. Spidertracks has 

offered a special price to those that take part in the Air Safari, including free tracking during the event. 

And those that have a Spidertracks on board will be able to make their tracks viewable by the public 

from the Flying NZ website, making it easy for friends and family to be able to follow their progress. 

Spidertracks general manager Rachel Donald says they're pleased to be part of the event. "We 

appreciate the opportunity to be able to be part of the fun. Spidertracks is predominantly a safety 

system that knows where an aircraft is, and will alert the right people if something goes wrong. But it's 

also a way for those at home to take part in the event from afar. They'll be able to the follow the flight 

path of their friends and family, see where they stop and where they visit over the 10 day Safari. And 

it'll also provide a permanent record for the Safari participants of their flights so they'll be able to relive 

the event at any time in the future." 

She says even those that don't have a Spider on board will be able to follow the progress of the Safari 

by looking at the others' tracks. 

"The Safari is all about enjoying flying and seeing our beautiful country. But the safety of all involved 

also needs to be considered. With Spidertracks watching over the pilots, someone will always know 

where they are." 

Safari participants interested in the special Air Safari deal should contact rachel@spidertracks.co.nz or 

karen.groome@xtra.co.nz. 

 

 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS Ƶ BREAKING NEWS 
Congratulations to Graham Milne of Rockhaven, Cambridge, he is the first 
Entrant to purchase a Spidertracks unit.  Graham is looking forward to 
having the unit wired in permanently to plane before the Air Safari.   

 

 

 

 

mailto:rachel@spidertracks.co.nz
mailto:karen.groome@xtra.co.nz
http://www.spidertracks.co.nz/Home.mvc/SpiderWatch
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Charity Partner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saving Lives with the Life Flight Trust Air Ambulance Service. 

Life Flight couldn't provide our services without committed, professional staff and none fit that description 

better than Ian Lauder, the manager of our Auckland service. Ian reached a personal milestone recently - 

40 years of service in the ambulance sector. He has a huge commitment to the patients and families we 

look after and to his team of doctors, nurses, crew and pilots and he is greatly respected for his knowledge 

and experience throughout New Zealand and Australia - and further afield.  

 

The Life Flight Trust Air Ambulance will be on display at the Ardmore Aerodrome from late afternoon on 

Sunday 21st March 2010, view the specialised medical equipment that has been installed to save the lives 

of critically ill patients who require specialist medical care only available in New Zealandôs major centres. 

 

ñWeôre thrilled to be the Air Safari charity partner,ò says Marketing and Fundraising Manager Candy Coe. 

ñItôs a great opportunity to connect with the communities we serve around the country.ò 

  

 

 

 

http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/safari/LIFEFLIGHT.pdf
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CLASSIC HITS TAKES TO THE SKIES 

The organizers of the Air Safari are thrilled to bring to you the 

ά/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ Iƛǘǎ !ǊƻǳƴŘ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ !ƛǊ {ŀŦŀǊƛ нлмлέΦ 

The most listened to music station In New Zealand is about to take to the skies as official Premier 

Sponsor of the Around New Zealand Air Safari. 

Classic Hits is heard in 26 regions around New Zealand and is the perfect fit to be media partner 

with this unique event in support of Life Flight Trust and Flying New Zealand Aero Clubs, inviting 

New Zealander's to take up flying for recreation and sport. 

After being presented with the opportunity to be involved in the Safari, The Radio Networks 

Special Projects Manager, Stuart Dwight, and Classic Hits General Manager Jason Winstanley 

agreed that it would be a fun project to be involved in, great for the communities and regions of 

New Zealand, supporting a wonderful cause, and a unique event that reaches so many listeners 

who are infatuated with aircraft and flying 

Our new sponsor Classic Hits have agreed to promote the Safari with a comprehensive commercial 

campaign, supported by regional interviews, promotions and competitions.  This campaign will put 

the Air Safari on the unique events calendar for 2010 and you get to be part of this great 

adventure- wŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ Iƛǘǎ !ǊƻǳƴŘ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ !ƛǊ {ŀŦŀǊƛ нлмлέΦ 
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DAY NINE 

TIMARU Q OAMARU/OMARAMA QINVERCARGILL 

 
This morning we will fly out of Timaru after a well earned rest and plenty of time to enjoy the hospitality of 
the Timaru folk.   On the agenda today is some precision navigation as we head north 
to the Canterbury Plains, this is an area of braided rivers and pastoral perfection 
between the Southern Alps and the Pacific Ocean. As flat as a billiard table, the plains 
are a remarkable sight from the air; a patchwork of agricultural activity that ranges 
from grazing grass and wheat to herbs and sunflowers. The area produces more than 
80% of New Zealand's grains, crops and seeds. 
 

We will then fly into the McKenzie Basin, which is found in the middle of the South 
Island at an average of more than 300 meters above sea level.  As we fly over the 
McKenzie basin we will view Lakes such as Tekapo, Alexandrina, Pukaki, Ohau, 
Ruataniwha and Benmore.  The McKenzie Basin has a very 
distinct climate- dry- because it is surrounded by mountain 
ǊŀƴƎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ Ǿƛŀ .ǳǊƪŜǎ tŀǎǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻŦŦ over Omarama 
gliding country this unique environment is created by the 

Southern Alps of New Zealand with crystal clear air, extraordinary wave systems 
ŀƴŘ ŦŜƛǎǘȅ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭǎΦ hƳŀǊŀƳŀ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘέΦ 

WŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ hŀƳŀǊǳ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ 
lunch, which is a district of stunning natural 
beauty, lush rolling farmland, ancient marine landscapes and 
the Moeraki Boulders. This is a town of grand Victorian 
Architecture, plus a unique colonial heritage that shaped the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦ  

After lunch we will cross the Hawkdun 
Range, flying down the mighty Clutha River which is New 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŜƪ Ǿƛŀ 
East Otago and East Southland & over the Catlins which 
is a major highlight of the Southern Scenic Route. 
Situated off the beaten track, the Catlins encompass the 
area between Kaka Point and Fortrose. You will journey 
over rural heartland and podocarp forests, past rugged 
coastlines, hidden lakes and stunning waterfalls.  And then 
ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴǘƻ LƴǾercargill; Tim Shadbolt country. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ϧ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ǿƛǎƛǘ LƴǾŜǊŎŀǊƎƛƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎΣ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
place to visit, work and live. With an abundance of spectacular scenery, natural 
resources and world-class facilities, Southland is an enviable location with plenty to 
offer.  Invercargill of course specialises in some of the finest foods in New Zealand, so 
your taste buds will be tantalised   with the freshest seafood, lamb, and beef.  Be prepared for a great night 
at the Southern Wings Bar for some traditional {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ 
check out Stewart Island.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.possumpam.com/IM_Custom/ContentStore/Assets/5/80/3a28d0fe1d44092f736f24ce322d86da.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.possumpam.com/About Us&h=246&w=380&sz=23&tbnid=BQFGGNO6YA3xrM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=123&prev=/images?q=canterbury+plains+new+zealand&hl=en&usg=__h4tDTDIYhGv3uoGU5E833hWICP4=&ei=LCNmS96uI5LysgP1t8idAw&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&ved=0CAwQ9QEwAQ
http://www.new-zealand-pictures.co.nz/mt-cook-southern-alps-lake-pukaki-scenery-canterbury-new-zealand-2269-pictures.htm
http://www.coastalsanctuary.co.nz/images/moeraki_boulders_main.jpg
http://www.catlins.org.nz/images/gallery/catlins_images/beker2_medium.jpg
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/safari/LIFEFLIGHT.pdf
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DAY TEN 
INVERCARGILL Q MANDEVILLE Q QUEENSTOWN 

 

Birthday of the RNZAF ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘΣ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ CƻǾŜŀǳȄ {ǘǊŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
magnificent Stewart Island.  The Classic Hits Air Safari has taken you from 
Cape Reinga in the North to Stewart Island in the South all in 10 days.  On 
flying back to the mainland we venture off to Dusky 
Sound. It is the largest fiord in New Zealand, and 
was first sighted on 13 March 1770 by Captain 
Cook who named it Dusky Bay because of its 
ǎƻƳōǊŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘΦ hƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 

CƛƻǊŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŘŜǾƛƭƭŜ !ƛǊŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ 
άǘƘŜ aƻǘƘ /ŀŦŞ  wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŘŜǾƛƭƭŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ IƻǘŜƭ  ƛǘ is adjacent to 

the Old Mandeville Airfield, just 
20 minutes from Gore. The 
Moth was famous in the 
prohibition days for being the 
closest "wet" area for the town 
of Gore. 

We also have a 
chance to view 
the Croydon 

Aircraft Company at Mandeville which is world renowned for its vintage 
aircraft restoration projects and is situated on the 40 acre grass airfield.  
Heading via the Fowler Pass we cross the serene deep waters of Lake Te Anau 
make up the largest lake in the South Island and second largest in NZ, and is 
bordered on its western shore by lush forest toward Roxburgh and Cromwell 
where the navigation exercise terminates overhead the airfield. 

 

TƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ- 
ŦƻǊ ŀ άDǳƛƭǘȅέ Dinner on the Thursday Night a free day on 
Friday with the Prize giving dinner on Friday 2rd April ς a time 
to celebrate the Classic Hits Around New Zealand Air Safari 
2010 and the 10 day adventure that we have all been part 
of.    

 

Definitely an experience not to have been missed! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.obanlodge.co.nz/images/stewart_island.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.obanlodge.co.nz/images/&usg=__--zSQCE1jbfmeDbWb8CB9iBjXsA=&h=393&w=330&sz=20&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=FEn8HRQ_Z-uagM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=stewart+island&hl=en&cr=countryNZ&safe=off&um=1
http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eyrecottage.co.nz/wayne4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.eyrecottage.co.nz/wayne.htm&usg=__GfXxA4b2hzwJUWO9jhi0_wxB6JI=&h=161&w=250&sz=23&hl=en&start=10&um=1&tbnid=8RIgM2KzazbZpM:&tbnh=71&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=dusky+sound&hl=en&cr=countryNZ&safe=off&um=1
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/safari/LIFEFLIGHT.pdf
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MASTE RTON:  

Day Five ς Saturday 27.03.10 

 

Tour 1.    Tranzit Gourmet Wine Escape 

Includes the coach, and tastings at four vineyards, along with a delicious platter 
lunch, with a glass of wine, and coffee & cheese to finish with! This operates daily 
subject to a minimum of two and a max of 22 people, and will depart from your 
Masterton accommodation at 10am and return at 6pm delivering you back to your 
accommodation. 
Cost : $138.00 
 
 
Tour 2.     Stonehenge & Assisi Garden 

This includes the coach, plus entrance to Assisi Garden along with morning tea, 
plus visit and an informative talk at Stonehenge.  Then wander the historic Greytown 
village where you can visit the boutique shops and purchase your lunch at leisure, 
lunch will be your own cost. This Tour departs your Masterton accommodation at 
9.30am and returns to Hood Aerodrome at 3.30pm approx. 
Cost:  $80 per person. Please note that this is based on a minimum of 20 people. 

 
 
Tour 3.     Tui Brewery Grain and Grape 

Visit the Tui HQ for a Brewery tour and tasting which includes three beers plus we 
let you steal a handle! Enjoy a Kiwiana BBQ lunch then look through the Histui Museum 
and Tui shop before heading off to Matahwiti Vineyard for wine tastings. This tour 
includes your coach which will depart from your Masterton accommodation at 10am 
returning at 3.30pm to the Hood aerodrome. 
Cost $100 per person. Please note that this is based on a minimum of 30 people. 
 
 
Tour 4.   Mt Bruce, Shear Discovery & Aratoi 

Enjoy a shearing display and a visit to Shear Discovery Museum along with 
Aratoi Art and History Museum. You then drive through to Mt Bruce National 
Wildlife Centre where you will enjoy lunch along with a tour and catch the 
highlights of the eel and kaka feeding. You will travel by coach and depart from 
your Masterton accommodation at 9.45am and arrive back at the Hood 
Aerodrome at 3.45pm approx.  
Cost: $100.00 per person. Please note that this is based on a minimum of 20 people. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

javascript:;
http://www.tui.co.nz/upimg/brewery2_new/brewery_new2.jpg
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/safari/LIFEFLIGHT.pdf
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TIMARU:  
Day Eight ς Tuesday 30.03.10 

 

Tour 1 - Tasman Glacier Tour   

You are collected by bus from your accommodation at 9am, 
and then travel through the Mackenzie Country to Fairlie, 
Tekapo and on to Mt. Cook Airport for a 40 minute Pilatus 
Porter flight onto the Tasman Glacier. The aircraft will land on 
the glacier and allow you to walk around and take in the views 
before a glacier take-off to return to Mt. Cook. The Mt. Cook 
base staff will then transport anyone interested in travelling to 
the Mt. Cook village for a walk around the historic Hermitage 
and a look at our highest peak from the village. On our return to 
Timaru the bus will stop for 30 minutes at the Lake Tekapo 
village.   The Bus will return you to the accommodation at approximately 5pm.  This Tour has only 30 seats 
available so book early to secure your place to the Glacier. 
Cost $350.00 (a significant discount on full cost).   
 
Tour 2   Art Gallery & Local Artists Tour  

This is a tour for those among you with a penchant for Art. You will be collected by bus 
from your accommodation at 9am and will travel to the outskirts of Timaru to visit Trevor 
Askin who is a renowned bronze sculptor.  Trevor will provide a tour of his facility from the 
sculpting of wax, to casting the bronze, and the finishing process, this is followed by 
morning tea provided by Trevor. 
At 10.45am you will be back on the bus to travel through to Geraldine and visit the 
studio and home gallery of John Badcock, a painter in oil and watercolour with a 
representation in several high end galleries nationwide.  Its then onto Geraldine for 
lunch and a look around the town.  
At 1pm the bus leaves and returns to Timaru stopping at Saffron Gallery in Washdyke to 
view a wide range of work from local artists.   
At 2pm the bus departs Saffron Gallery to go to York Street Gallery.   York Street is owned 
and operated by Debbie Templeton-Page, a sculptor of stone, and well known in the local 
area.  York Street displays a wide range of paintings from local and nationally renowned 
ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 5ŜōōƛŜΩǎ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘǘŜǊȅ ōȅ tŀŘŘȅ /ŀǊǊΦ   
At 3pm the bus will travel to Aigantighe Art Gallery, the Timaru public gallery, this gallery has 
a huge reputation for the quality of its displays.  
Every stop has works for sale except for the Aigantighe Art Gallery. All owners have been advised that the 
cost of any purchases will have to cover carrier charges for delivery.  
¢ƘŜ !ƛƎŀƴǘƛƎƘŜ ǎƘǳǘǎ ŀǘ пǇƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀƭƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ¢ƛƳŀǊǳΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ  
Cost $30.00 
 
Tour 3  DB Mainland Brewery  

!ǘ млŀƳ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ōǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻdation and travel to visit Waitohi - 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tŜŀǊǎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ 
the Shearers Quarters for brunch. While there you can browse through the knickknacks or 
have a game of mini golf. After brunch you will then travel to the DB Mainland Brewery for 
a 1pm tour of the brewery followed by a tasting session in their well supplied tasting room.  
At 3.30pm you will travel back to your accommodation.  
Cost $35.00 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saffrongallery.co.nz/Artist/28											/John-Badcock											/1029											/Looking-East-from-Studio											.aspx
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/Gallery/Pearse/Pearse.html
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/safari/LIFEFLIGHT.pdf
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Day Six ς Sunday 28.03.10 

 

On arrival at Omaka the Marlborough 
Aero Club will welcome us before we 
head over to the wonderful Omaka 
Aviation Heritage Centre for a very 
special two hours where we will be 
treated to the famous Blenheim 
wines, locally brewed beers, delicious 
local food, and guided tours to view 
Peter Jacksonôs collection of aviation 
memorabilia. The rest of the night will 

be free for you to choose what 
you would like to do. Located 
at Marlborough's historically 
significant Omaka Aerodrome, 
the Omaka Aviation Heritage 
Centre offers a unique aviation 
experience. Designed to 
fascinate, educate and inspire 
visitors of all ages, Omaka 
brings to life rare aircraft and 
memorabilia in a spectacular 
presentation of static and 

flyable aircraft. 
Stage One of the Omaka Centre 
presents - Knights of the Sky - a 
multisensory experience 
designed and constructed by 
New Zealand's most acclaimed 
masters of cinematic spectacle. 
The Omaka Aviation Heritage 
Centre has a cafe serving light 
refreshments, and a retail area 
selling limited edition 
merchandise. 
 

 

 

 

 


