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THANK YOU … to everyone for your entries. The committee is looking forward to    
meeting you all in March 2010. 
 
ENTRANT DECLARATION … this document has been available on the website for 
some time and many Entrants have sent theirs through already. It is now time for every-
one to complete theirs and post to Liz King, Air Safari 2010 Secretary, 3 Athena Drive, 
Totara Vale, North Shore City 0629. We need these all sent in by Saturday 12 th Decem-
ber . As soon as Liz receives your Entrant Declaration Liz will confirm to you your Air Sa-
fari 2010 number. And please don't forget the information required on page 10 Resume 
of Entrant/Pilot/Crew AND a photo of plane and crew. 

MEALS & EVENTS  ... your Committee & Event Manager are currently finalising these 
fantastic happenings and will, in January, have full details available on the Air Safari 
2010 Webpage. Our Webmaster is busy beavering away already building the online in-
formation and online payment schedule for such necessities as lunch & dinner, activities 
on the two stop over days, transport to and from and round about, and other exciting 
things we couldn’t possibly give away all at once. 
 
ACCOMMODATION ... now our man Graham tells me many of you have taken care of 
where you will be laying your weary head at the end of each day, none the less some of 
you are still to do this. Please don't forget that Graham will be travelling with the Support 
Crew so that he can sort any minor glitch along the way, NOT that we are anticipating 
any glitches. This also means that should the unforgivable happen and the weather gods 
decided to pack a sad, Graham will swing into action and sort us all out a bed. BUT if you 
haven't done your booking through Graham it could be a problem for you. 
 
ARDMORE CHECK IN & OPENING  ... accommodation options are now on the Air Safari 
Webpage so that you can do online bookings for the two nights prior to start date. 
 
MERCHANDISE ... your Event Manager is having a great deal of fun dreaming up some 
cool Safari Gear just for you. Also some delightful memorabilia. Details, along with online 
pre purchase options  will be on the website in January. 
 

The organisers of the  
Around New Zealand Air Safari 
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THE GRAND LAUNCH OF AIR SAFARI 2010 
We are delighted to advise arrangements are well in hand, in conjunction 
with Auckland Aero Club, for a fantastic start to the great adventure that 
will be the Around New Zealand Air Safari 2010. 
 
Starting Sunday 21st with the big Launch including Special Guests & Dis-
plays and a fabulous dinner hosted by Auckland Aero Club. 
 
We need everyone on hand as it will take a deal of time to check 70 plus 
aircraft and the paperwork. (and isn’t there always the paperwork!) And 
who wants to miss a fabulous Opening Ceremony and Dinner? 
 
The following is the timetable: 
 
Sunday 21st March 2010 
 
0900-1630   Arrive for Documentation scrutineering at the                    
   Auckland Aero Club 

 
1800-1845   Launch of the Around New Zealand Safari 2010  
   with Special Guests and Displays 
1845    Around New Zealand Air Safari Dinner hosted by  

 The Auckland Aero Club 
 

Monday 22nd March 2010 
 
0800-Noon   Documentation scrutineering 
 
1400-1700    Full Air Safari Briefing all Crews must  attend 
 
Free Evening 
 
Tuesday 23rd March 2010 
 
Finally the Day has arrived and at 9.00 am the first Aircraft of the Around 

New Zealand Air Safari 2010 will be airborne for the start of this great 
adventure! 

 



LANDING FEES WAIVED 
 

Your committee is delighted to announce those Airpo rts that 
have waived landing fees thus far and thank them fo r their 
support of Air Safari 2010 . 
 
Mandeville       Timaru 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Plymouth       Tauranga  

  
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taupo         Oamaru 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Whitianga        Hastings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Masterton 

Masterton District Council 

We thank Invercargill for the 50% reduction in  
landing & parking fees. 



AIR SAFARI 2010 SPONSORS 
  

GOLD SPONSOR 
Our first Gold Sponsor is New Zealand Aviation News  and John King, who is 
the Editor of this well read Aviation publication. John and his team will support 
the Around New Zealand Air Safari 2010 with articles and photographs in the 
next few issues of the Aviation News.  
 
As well, they will be collating and publishing a special Collectable Publication  
that will be distributed to every Entrant in the Safari and we will have the oppor-
tunity to sell this book at other events. John has also offered complimentary 
Aviation News Subscriptions during the Air Safari.  
 
We will have one Staff Member joining us for the duration; Nicholas McIndoe is 
a reporter, photographer and a valued contributor to the Aviation News, as well 
as this he is also a keen pilot with a PPL. 
  
Thank you, John King and the Team at New Zealand Aviation News. 
 
SILVER SPONSORS 
All Aerodrome Operators including Airport Companies, District Councils            
&  Airport Authorities. 
 
BRONZE SPONSORS  
Hawkes Bay Aviation , led by Wattie & Julie Solomon along with Laurie & Dale 
Bargh, have been running an Engineering Base for the last 26 years at the 
Bridge Pa Aerodrome, servicing many types of aircraft and helicopters, including 
fleet maintenance for the Hawkes Bay & East Coast Aero Club’s aircraft. 
We thank the Team at Hawkes Bay Aviation for their ongoing support. 
 
Also  we have 
Dr Dave Baldwin of the BULLS FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE LTD  
 

www.flyingdoctor.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

The Around New Zealand Air Safari 2010 committee 
welcomes all Sponsors to this aviation event. 





Having arrived  on Friday afternoon at Masterton after a great flight from 
Hastings, we will receive a true  Wairarapa welcome and will spend our 
first evening hosted by the local  Aero Club  with a great Kiwi Barbeque 
at the Hood Aerodrome.  
 
   The following day we will be tempted by a selection of tours throughout 
the region which includes the great grape growing area of Martinbor-
ough, also on the agenda is a flying tour of the Wairarapa Coast to  view 
that grand old light house at Castlepoint and later in the afternoon an Air 
Show involving aircraft from the Vintage Collection based at Hood Aero-
drome.  
 
 Now it’s time to take a break before 
we join the Masterton Mayor and the 
Aero Club to enjoy the hospitality of a 
great dinner and entertainment  at 
the newly refurbished Copthorne 
Park & Solway Resort Hotel. 
 
 
On Sunday morning 28th March we depart the Wairarapa for Motueka , 
we cross to the Manawatu, fly  down the Kapiti Coast, past Mana Island 
and across Cook Straight to the bush clad Marlborough Sounds and 
around Tasman Bay  into sunny Motueka for lunch,   
 
 
Motueka Airfield is just 3 kilometers from the centre of a beautiful rural 

town in sunny Tasman Bay. 



After a great feast of Motueka’s local cuisine we head for Takaka, flying 
over golden beaches to Cape Farewell and Farewell Spit. We explore 
down the West Coast to Westport then turn left and head east to Murchi-
son, past the beautiful Nelson Lakes and down the Wairau River for our 
overnight stop at Omaka in Blenheim. 
 
On arrival at Omaka the Marlborough Aero Club will welcome us before 
we head over to the wonderful 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre for a 
very special  two hours  where we will 
be treated to the famous Blenheim 
wines, locally brewed beers, delicious 
local food, and guided tours to view 
Peter Jacksons collection of aviation 
memorabilia .  The rest of the night 
will be free for you to choose what 
you would like to do.   
 
 
Located at Marlborough's historically significant Omaka Aerodrome, the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre offers a unique aviation experience. 
Designed to fascinate, educate and inspire visitors of all ages, Omaka 

brings to life rare aircraft and memo-
rabilia in a spectacular presentation 
of static and flyable aircraft. 

Stage One of the Omaka Centre pre-
sents - Knights of the Sky - a multi-
sensory experience designed and 
constructed by New Zealand's most 
acclaimed masters of cinematic spec-
tacle.  

 
The Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre 
has a cafe serving light refreshments, 
and a retail area selling limited edition 
merchandise.  



 
 
On Saturday 3rd April 2010 we’re 
off to see some of the most fa-
mous warbirds in the world, join 
forces with the classic aircraft of 
yesteryear and the modern jets of 
today to present a variety of action 
packed displays. 
 
 On the ground, view many differ-
ent types of military vehicles, vin-
tage machinery  and an aviation 
trade expo. 

 
We ‘re delighted to announce that the WOW group have given us 
a 10% discount on all silver passes  purchased for Saturday 3rd 
April with the additional bonus of our own cordoned off area for 
seating.  We will have ready access to food & beverages close to 
where we’re seated,  with some additional  local wine & food tast-
ing expos as well.  
 
 So for a Silver Pass it will be $90.00 & you will be able to order 
these along with transport on line through the Flying NZ Website 
Air Safari Web Page in January 2010, we will let you know when 

the Website is ready. 
 
 Buses are presently being arranged for 
this day however we’re also aware that 
some may choose to fly to Wanaka on that 
day. 
 
 

WARBIRDS OVER WANAKA 





The Entrants - Steve Duroy & Darren Friend 

 
I’m 54 years young and flying has become my latest love interest. I’ve 
done fast cars, boating etc. and was looking for something that would 
kept me on my toes and my brain working. I also wanted a hobby that I 
could do while running my business as I travel a lot.  
 
I took up flying two years ago out of 
Bankstown through a joy flight my 
daughter organised for my birthday; I 
was hooked from that moment on and 
started lessons the next week. After 
about a year training at Bankstown, I 
decided to continue my training at 
Camden through Curtis Aviation. I 
currently have a PPL rating and I’m 
now training for NVFR & PIFR en-
dorsements with Darren. 
 
I love going to new places (hate circuits) and as such have done a lot of 
my training whilst on safari around Australia with Curtis. Darren sug-

gested that the next obvious place 
was to go and check out NZ!! 
 
 
I started my training in a piper war-
rior (didn’t we all) as I couldn’t fit in 
a C152 and moved up quickly to a 
C182 (glass) as it had cup holders 
and I like to be comfortable. I also 
like the thought of flying safe with-
out having to do the hard training 
associated with CPL training. I’m bit 

old to be spending my nights studying, and wasn’t much good at it when 
I was at school.  
 
 



Mark King (my business partner) hav-
ing flown a Diamond himself in the 
US and I agreed to buy a Diamond 
together with the view of covering/ 
sharing some of our flying cost. From 
that we now have formed a new com-
pany, GA Rentals with the view of 
making available for hire modern air-
craft to other general aviation pilots 
that are happy to pay a little more to 
fly modern safe aircraft fitted with the latest in technology the aviation 
industry has to offer. 
 
It is hoped the GA Rentals will be able to purchase new aircraft as they 
come on the market, that are normally to expensive for an individual to 
buy, which will allow its customers a range of aircraft such as that of Dia-
mond to fly on an ado basis without the ongoing cost associated with 
owning your own plane. It works in the boating industry!!!! 
 
Steve Duroy 

 
I like modern aircraft that have glass cockpits and “BIG” GPS screens, 
and after taking the Diamond DA40xls for a test flight I was hooked once 
again, and had to have one!  



 
Darren Friend writes 
 
My work life started after High School as a Mechanical Engineer with 
Sydney Water (government water authority) for just over 19yrs. 
 
However as a kid I was always interested in space and planes and 
watched all the typical TV shows and movies, Star Trek, Battlestar Ga-
lactica, Star Wars etc. 
In 2007, I bit the bullet and decided on a career change to a professional 
pilot. Up until then I had only dabbled in flying by doing some hang glid-
ing and ultra lights, namely Jabiru's. 
 
When I was tossing up a possible life changing decision, I had to weigh 
up such things as my age (at that time 37yo), the aviation industry at that 
time which was looking really good with pilot shortages constantly being 
talked about, and the fact that if I took voluntarily redundancy I could ef-
fectively have the money I would need to finance my career change in 
relative quick time. Add to that the fact that I had to really ask myself 
could I continue to do my current job for another 20+ years until retire-
ment! The answer I came up with was NO WAY! 
  
So I found a great school (Curtis Aviation) to do my studies and flying 
with and was lucky enough to find work with them after all my train-
ing was complete, as an instructor. 
 
I've been working with them ever since and am having a great time, 
and I continue to learn everyday from the proficient and well respected 
instructors and owners. 
 
Working as an instructor with a good school provides opportunities to 
expand your flying skills by keeping proficient in such things as tail wheel 
aircraft, vintage aircraft (i.e. Tiger moth), advanced trainers (i.e. Piper 
Twin Comanche) and advanced skills such as aerobatics, and formation 
flying. As well there are several opportunities each year to take groups of 
students around large parts of Australia to help them grow their own 
aviation skills, what a job!! 
 
 



I met Steve on one of these Air Safari's that Curtis Aviation run several 
times per year. He made the trip, and has been a regular on our Air sa-
fari's ever since. Lets just say Steve is the kind of a guy who makes a 
party a Paaaartey!! He's the sort of guy whose always got a smile on his 
face and is willing to learn and help others wherever he can. He keeps 
everyone amused and laughing which is important after several long 
days in planes full of hot and sweaty students and instructors. 
  
Now that I've pretty much seen the entire coastline of mainland Australia 
and much of the in between bits, I'm looking forward to future adven-
tures. These will inc. a trip to Tassie with Steve in the DA40XLS for 
Steve's PIFR rating. This will be our initial experience with over water 
flying. A fairly tame introduction but it should be fun and educational 
none the less.  
 
Then of course there is the NZ air Safari in 2010. I've visited NZ a couple 
times before for skiing trips to both the Northern and Southern islands, 
like many other Australians I'd imagine. Since seeing the NZ countryside 
from the ski fields I've always thought it'd be great to see it from the air 
and do a flying tour around NZ and visit the Warbirds over Wanaka Air-
show too. 

 
 So this organised event was the perfect way to do 
both of them together, and even better that I get a 
chance to do it in a brand new state of the art aero-
plane with advanced avionics and with a good mate. 
Gee I'm getting spoiled now. I can't wait! 
  
Regards 
Darren Friend 

Here's a couple links to some of these Air Safari stories from the 
"Australian Flying" magazine. One of the magazines journalists (and pre-
vious Editor) comes along on our Air Safari's every now and then, includ-
ing our last one which will be in the Jan/Feb issue of "Australian Flying". 
  
http://www.flyingtheoutback.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/11/0809-p-
platers-safari.pdf 
  
http://www.flyingtheoutback.net/wp-content/uploads/2008/11/0809-curtin-
springs-long-weekender.pdf 



 

AROUND NEW ZEALAND AIR SAFARI 2010AROUND NEW ZEALAND AIR SAFARI 2010   
An event organised by Flying New Zealand 

(RNZAC) 
 

 
The Organising Committee 

John McLean                     Chairman/Event Director 
Liz King                              Secretary / Registrations / General Enquiries 
John Brunskill                   Treasurer/Competitions Director 
Kevin Lloyd                        Logistics/Accommodation 
Graeme Claridge                Marketing/Promotions  
John Spry                           Marketing/Promotions 
Tony Page                          Local logistics & Planning 
 
 
Karen Groome         Event Manager   
 
 

Other people who are involved with the  
Around New Zealand Air Safari 

 
Matt Wakelin                       Safari Director 
Anna Wakelin                      Safety Officer 
Alistair Blake          Scorer & Corporate Pilot 
Mike Groome          Risk Management & Logistics 
Trish Stephens          Finisher and  Ground Judge 
Ike Stephens           Ground Marshall  
David King   Ground Marshall / Refuelling  
 
For further information 
Please contact  
Liz King 
Secretary  
FNZ Air Safari 2010 
lizking@clear.net.nz 
www.flyingnz.co.nz 
 

 
 
 
 


