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From the Presidents Pen 

  

Greetings everyone and welcome back to the MAC FLYER. This is our monthly newsletter 

with news and views on club activity and other interesting articles. You will have noted 

that the Weekly Flyer is still an important part of our communication, particularly for 

reminders, and information which requires more immediate communication. All members 

are invited to contribute to the MAC FLYER with anything interesting that they may have 

seen or done or heard in the aviation world. Just write the article and send it to Raylene 

for inclusion in the next FLYER. 

  

The new committee met for the first time a week or so ago and members have taken up 

different areas of responsibility to ensure the smooth running of the club. Of course the 

staff will continue with their roles and deal with any enquiries or pass them on as required. 

  

 

A new title has been added to the hat, that of Safety Co-Coordinator. 

Bianca has kindly agreed to fill this role which is very much keeping a 

specific eye on our safety practises and promoting safety in our day to 

day work in and around aircraft, and profiling that to keep us all sharp. 

Of course we are still all responsible for safety, so do not let up! 

  

On the aircraft front, DMF has just had a tidy up with some minor corrosion removed and 

new cowls fitted (the old ones were just wearing out). It is important to keep our aircraft 

looking good. DYZ was out of the air for a bit recently with a throttle cable and carburettor 

problem. We will be sitting down to discuss the best way forward for microlight operations 

and if we can avoid some of the problems we have encountered. 

  

Birds and rabbits have been a bit of a nuisance recently and again, work is under way to 

try to curb the problem. Unfortunately they will probably always be with us so it is a matter 

of managing them and avoiding them , so keep a lookout. Advise Sharn if you feel there 

was a threat to your flight. 

  

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
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The Air Force are coming to Omaka in October for Operation Southern 

Katipo. Please insure that you carefully read and understand the 

information which Sharn will put out in due course. 

 

 I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our Annual Wings Dinner on 

the 7th October. Details will be out soon. 

 

Also on the social front, next year the Club turns 90 years old. Official birthday is 4th July, 

but somewhere during the year  we will celebrate to a slightly bigger degree so any ideas, 

send them in. 

  

Finally a warm welcome to our latest new members;   

Ferghus Meighan 

Dylan Drabsch 

Nikki Griffith 

Graham Compton 

  

We hope you enjoy and embrace the family we have, which is the Marlborough Aero 

Club. 

  

Alistair Matthews 

President 

Presidents Report Continued…. 



 5 

 

CFI REPORT 

 

It’s great that once again M.A.C has a monthly newsletter to keep members up to date 

with the latest happenings at the club. We will also continue to produce a weekly “state of 

the nation” newsletter to remind people of any upcoming weekend events. 

 

We recently held our AGM at the club rooms and for those of you that   were unable to 

attend you may not have met Bianca, our new instructor. Bianca is currently employed in 

a part time position to help out Tom and myself keep up with the demand of flight training. 

She is a very bubbly, friendly face and has fitted into the club well. It is very positive lately 

around the Aero Club with approx. 60 students currently learning to fly with us or getting 

recurrent after a hiatus from flying. Bianca’s role in the club is going to turn into a full time 

position at the end of October when Tom leaves to take up a new position with Sounds Air. 

It is going to be sad to see Tom leave us as he has a great repore with our students and 

members alike and has gained a lot of experience over the 18 months that he has been 

with us. 

 

Aircraft hours are included for the month of June on page 7 in the newsletter however I 

would just like to point out the since bringing EQH back online in June she has flown 111 

hours and DMF in that same timeframe has completed 122. So she is definitely earning her 

keep! 
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Sharn Davies 

CFI 

CFI Report continued…. 

FIRST SOLOS 

PPL’S 

Lindsay Mason    30 May 17 Larry Nelson    28 June 17 

Reuben Hill    29 June 17 Matthew Butt    3 July 17 

Jack Mounsey 

20 April 17 

Pieter Henn   11 June 17 
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FLYING HOURS 
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CLUB CAPTAIN REPORT 

Hi Everyone,   

August has been my first month as Club Captain, I'd firstly like to thank everyone for the 

positive encouragement in taking on the role. It's much appreciated!  

Over the past month we have been holding Club Competitions as we prepare to 

compete at the RNZAC Regionals in Motueka in October. The first weekend was filled with 

liferaft dropping, bombing, forced landings and precision circuits, with Hayden O'Hara 

showing everyone how it's done. Pieter Henn provided strong competition, especially 

while taking a good crosswind into consideration! The second weekend was again filled 

with a variety of flying including, but certainly not limited to upper air work, non - 

instrument circuits, preflight inspection and the famous all transport race! I would like to 

commend everyone for showing up and giving it a go, it's great to see members both 

flying and non flying mix and support each other as we create our team ready for 

October. Well done to everyone who participated and a big thank you to the helpers. 

Great club spirit. 

September will involve preparations for regionals, but do remember if you have an idea of 

something you would like to see happen in the social flying sense, please feel free to 

contact me. Still lots to come including the Wings Dinner on Saturday 7th October at the 

Clubhouse so pencil the date in and come along for a great evening! The Wings Dinner is 

an important event in the sense that we dedicate a night to recognise the outstanding 

achievements of our members and students over the past year. Everyone is welcome to 

attend this fun, wonderful night! More details to come. Anyone with Cups & Trophies from 

last year I ask that you please clean and return them to the flight office as soon as 

possible ready for engraving. Who will take the same one home again?!?!  

Lastly, 9th & 10 September is the Bridge Pa (Hastings) Taildragger fly - in and 24th 

September is Wings and Wheels meet in Alexandra for anyone who might be interested. 

MAC has no plans to attend as a club at this stage but a fly away of our own will be 

organised shortly! 

Safe flying 

 

Ben Morris 

Club Captain 
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MAA Trophy Preflight and  
Circuits 

1. Joel Madsen-Clark 
2. Hayden O’Hara 
3. Alice Lammas 
4. Heather Davies 
 
Seddon Aviation Trophy PPL Low 
Flying 

1. Geoff van Asch 
2. Alice Lammas 
3. Hayden O’Hara 
 
Berry Cup Liferaft Dropping 

1. Hayden O’Hara 
2. Chris Lloyd 
3. Russell Young 
 
Moreland Cup Precision Circuits 

1. Pieter Henn 
2. Hayden O’Hara 
3. Mike Rutherford 
4. Jock Struthers 
5. Molly Griffith 
 
Gluyas Cup Non Members  
Bombing 

1. Raylene Wadsworth 
 
 
 

Airways Corp Upper Airwork 

1. Ben Morris 
2. Hayden O’Hara 
 
Shand Cup Forced Landing 

1. Hayden O’Hara 
2. Pieter Henn 
3. Molly Griffith 
4. Jock Struthers 
5. Ben Morris 
 
Jackson Cup Bombing 

1. Geoff van Asch 
2. Hayden O’Hara 
3. Heather Davies 
4. Graham Murphy 
5. Chris Lloyd 
 
Les Roberts Cup Instrument Flying 

1. Ben Morris 
2. Hayden O’Hara 
3. Alice Lammas 
4. Simon Kubala 
 
Renwick Cup Non Instrument  
Circuits 

1. Hayden O’Hara 
2. Ben Morris 
 
 
 

Joan Hall Cup Junior Landing 

1. Hayden O’Hara 
2. Molly Griffith 
 
Omaka Trophy Senior Landing 

1. Pieter Henn 
2. Mike Rutherford 
3. Jock Struthers 
 
Piper Trophy Most Aggregate 
Points 

 Hayden O’Hara 
 
All Transport Race 

1. Bianca Barbarich-Bacher 
2. Tom Hall 
3. Erin LeQuesne 
4. Raylene Wadsworth 
5. Hayden O’Hara 
6. Chris Lloyd 
 
Newman Cup Ladies Circuits 

CPL 
1. Erin LeQuesne 
 
PPL 
1. Alice Lammas 
2. Victoria Lewis 
3. Heather Davies 
 
 

 

COMPETITION RESULTS 
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B787 DREAMLINER FLIGHT DECK EXPERIENCE 

Ann Barbarich Award 
Sponsored by Air New Zealand 

 

The Award was established in 2015 in memory of Ann, a 

pilot, parachutist and aviation enthusiast who sadly died 

while on tour of duty flying the B787 for Air New Zealand.  

Ann had well over 16,000 hours and in recent years had 

flown the B787, B747 and B737 with Air New Zealand.  She 

had gained hours very early in her career as a parachute 

drop pilot and coordinated her 500th flying hour by handing 

over control of the aircraft and making her 500th parachute 

jump! 

 

Air New Zealand generously sponsors this award in 

memory of Ann.  The purpose of this annual award is to 

encourage and motivate an aspiring pilot with the 

experience of a day in the life of an Airline Pilot with  

Air New Zealand and a leadership workshop.   

Ann was very enthusiastic about giving her time and advice 

to ambitious pilots, especially those she could help with 

their path to the airlines.     

 

Applicants shall show leadership potential and the passion to pursue a career in the airlines or 

similar, and meet the following criteria: 

• Be a financial member of NZAWA includes first year members; and 

• Have a passion for a career in the airlines; and 

• Be a permanent resident of New Zealand 

 

The successful applicant(s) are announced at the end of the Queen’s Birthday Annual Rally, with 

applicants putting their names forward at the beginning of the weekend. 

 

Over the weekend I joined this year’s winner of the Ann Barbarich Award on her Boeing 

787 Dreamliner Flight Deck experience. This was the first part of the B787 Experience for 

winner Bernie McGuire, as she will also go on to fly the B787 Dreamliner Simulator later in 

the year.  
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From our departure out of Auckland, the conditions varied throughout the flight, though 

the arrival into Brisbane was a beautiful blue sky day. Enroute, we saw plenty of other 

aircraft traffic passing below us and even managed to capture a picture of an A380 flying 

past (bottom right photo – look closely!). 

787 Dreamliner Flight Deck Experience continued... 

We arrived at the airport and joined David Morgan for flight planning, the tour of duty was 

a Brisbane return flight. Throughout the day, we learnt a lot about the aircraft itself and Air 

New Zealand operations from our jump seats on the flight deck. 
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It was a fantastic experience and we cannot wait for the B787 Simulator Flight that will 

follow in the coming months. Bernie is a very deserving winner of this award who is 

enjoying her journey in the aviation industry and currently has 1000hr experience. She will 

also benefit from the leadership course that Air New Zealand offers as part of this award. 

Thank you very much to David Morgan and Air New Zealand.  

 

The award and the experience you provide for the winner each year is such a perfect 

way to celebrate women in aviation and remember my Mum! 

 

Bianca Barbarich-Bacher 

MAC Instructor 

787 Dreamliner Flight Deck Experience continued... 

The day was a success, we learnt a lot about the instrument panel layout, aircraft systems 

and of course the operation itself. The Trans-Tasman flight gave us the opportunity to learn 

more about High Frequency (HF radio), SATCOM, Datalink and many more operational 

philosophies and practical skills involved with the incredible technology available to the 

modern-day airliner.  

       

 

 

                        Find us on Facebook  

 M.A.C Marlborough Aero Club 

MAC Accommodation 

Pilot / RNZAC Member 

$120 / night 

Email: john@soundsaero.co.nz 
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YOUNG EAGLES  

The purpose of MAC Young Eagles as I see it is to introduce keen youngsters to  

Aviation, provide them with a safe and fun environment to learn everything aviation, 

and keep that enthusiasm up until they hopefully take the step of learning to fly with 

MAC.   

It’s been an exciting last few months for our Young Eagles, we meet on the last Saturday 

of every month and plan to fly as much as the weather allows. 

May was bombing practise at the airfield which everyone really enjoyed, I think some of 

the YE’s could give our members a run for their money!  

June was a ground day due to fog, luckily Andy Love was on hand to show us the Pitts, 

Harvard, Tiger Moth and Nanchang, when the fog lifted Andy then put on our very own 

15-minute Acrobatic display in the Pitts over the airfield, the Young Eagles were very im-

pressed and are now looking forward to the Akro Fest this November. 

July saw us introduce YE’s to the Cape Campbell strip which included taking a close 

look at the earthquake uplifting, chasing a few rabbits, getting up close (but not too 

close) to a seal pup and learning from Scott about strip flying and the effects of the con-

stant wind on the one and only tree left near the strip! Huge thanks goes out to Scott in 

SME and Ben in OMR for helping to ferry everyone out there.  
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Young Eagles continued... 

 

August we paid a visit to Nick in the Woodbourne tower, (with 

Chocolate cake in hand) as the weather was good we 

thought why not make the long journey by air! Once again 

thanks to SME, OMR and DAT and three quick trips each we 

were all safely in the tower just as a few commercial aircraft 

started to roll in!  

Nick did a great job teaching the YE’s all about tower opera-

tions whilst continuing to manage aircraft even with the back-

ground noise of 20 visitors and about 300 questions from the 

keen YE’s! 

 

We’ve got some exciting flying days planned for the coming months, including a trip out 

to D’Urville Island with BBQ and fishing rods, anyone keen to help fly the YE’s out there 

please let me know we may need 6-7 aircraft. 

On the non-flying days we have plenty in the pipe line too including AHC, Sounds Aero 

Maintenance, navigation & flight planning, aircraft familiarisation and even a summer 

fishing trip for those that are keen and just to do something different!  

So if you know of any aviation keen youngster’s between the ages of 12-17 drop me an 

email jonathan@mfml.co.nz and they could be part of the action too. 

 

Cheers Jono                

mailto:jonathan@mfml.co.nz


 16 

This 'Safety Scroll' may not directly apply to your type of aircraft or 

flying habits - however, I hope it will provide something for you to 

take away, consider, use to improve awareness, or at least have a 

chuckle at some other poor buggers' expense. They are not intended 

to Judge or reach any conclusions of ability or capacity of any 

person, or aircraft.                                                Innes Bint 

P.I.T.A. 

 

I feel sorry for this Guy....  
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...Sitting all day long on his old pressed steel tractor seat - round and round mowing the 

airfield. What a Pain In The Ass!  

 

As we all know, our flight endurance is often limited, not by fuel, but by either our 

bladders, or our ass ache. I get a case of 'Cub Ass' after about two hours- despite Mr 

Piper putting springs and a nice cushion on it. Aircraft seats have indeed come a long 

way from the cane wicker chairs attached to the early Bleriot's and the like. Nowadays 

aircraft seats are an engineering marvel. Not only must they accommodate a multitude 

of sizes, they must be infinitely adjustable, strong but light weight whilst enduring a battery 

of design impact test regimes for crashworthiness, and, on top of all this, retain some sort 

of comfort.  

 

Like all aviation evolution processes, seat development brought about some hard lessons 

(excuse the pun). Mr Cessna discovered that in 1989 when he was served with a $480 

million law suit. The reason...? (if you have ever flown a Cessna you certainly should know 

this...!) The seat tracks and seat locking pins wear over time and have been known to 'let 

go' at very awkward moments - usually under acceleration from applying power and/or 

rotation.  Uncommanded seat roll back and the associated instinctive pull on the yoke 

leads to houses getting smaller and smaller then much bigger again. Cruuunchhh.  

 

This particular liability case was brought about after a C185 carried out a Go Around and 

subsequently stalled and crashed due to the pilot’s seat slipping back. There are now 

numerous airworthiness directives and a few modifications to try and address this known 

‘gotcha’.  Its still a good idea to give that seat a good rattle when you get in to ensure 

those little pins are nicely in the securing holes. 

Safety Scroll continued... 
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Some time ago, a friend of mine told me a tale which I have always remembered and 

which very nearly brought about his demise - all because of a seat - but in a quite 

different way than described above. I called him prior to writing this to make sure I had 

my facts straight since it had been 15yrs since he related it to me. He said he 

remembered the incident like it was an hour ago... such was the colour of his undies!  

 

Johnny was a aeroclub instructor pilot doing what most instructors do - anything and 

everything to get out of being an instructor and onto the next rung of the ladder. Apart 

from the obvious, Johnny also did skydive flights in the Club's Cessna 206. It was one of 

these meat bombing missions which he told me about. 

 

He had just finished up at the club for the day when he was asked by the skydive 

instructor dudes if he could do a quick drop before he headed home. They had a couple 

of clients turn up and the weather was radical man. It was to be a double tandem drop- 

one of the customers was very excited as it was her first ever time in a plane.  

 

The C206 was already set up for dropping - just the two pilots seats remained installed with 

the rear cabin area clear and rear doors off. It was a well rehearsed act which they had 

done many times before. The two pairs of jumpers slid in, the first dude and his partner 

sitting on the floor facing aft behind the pilot, the second on the right. They loaded up 

and taxied out to the runway. All checks complete, take-off clearance received, off they 

go.... 50kts....70kts... Airborne...  

 

Its about here that things start going pear shaped. Dude #2 decides to give his harness a 

bit of a tweak, so he tugs his straps while straining back against the co-pilots seat. All of a 

sudden Johnny feels the controls lock in a nose down position. The aircraft bounces hard, 

porpoises up then down again in ever increasing amplitude. The controls are fully 

jammed. The last fugoid, from a height at which the runway centreline stripes are now in 

PLAN view, has Johnny thinking "this is it". The 206 nose dives into the runway, smashing the 

nose gear off, wrecking the prop, bending the engine mounts and engine up in a shower 

of debris. Bouncing up again they are now at an alarming attitude, vibrating violently and 

at considerable height. However the impact also freed the control restriction. The co 

pilots seat back had failed from the jump instructors weight, folded forward neatly 

jamming the yoke with the headrest. Back in control, Jonny finds himself 'milking' the 

machine away from the stall and over the end of the runway- and houses. His climb 

performance is somewhat limited on account of the prop being cropped and bent-  still 

turning, but with incredible vibration.  

Safety Scroll continued... 
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Fighting to keep it flying, Johnny begins a very gentle turn round the circuit to try and get 

back to the field while desperately trying to gain any height he can for the impending 

engine failure. Now the dudes in the back begin screaming for him to climb up so they can 

jump out?? Hell no dudes... you going to have to ride this one out with me! There is now oil 

covering the windshield but the vector comes slowly into line. About now the Tower tries to 

tell him to go around because his nose gear is still retracted... I don't think so! 

 

After grinding to a halt on the runway, securing the aircraft and composing himself, a bit of 

a discussion was exchanged between him and the dudes in the back. Johnny has since 

held true his resolve to never drop another parachutist so long as he lives. A few days later, 

the virgin flyer actually went up again and did her jump- with another pilot. 

Safety Scroll continued... 
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Safety Scroll continued... 
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