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Welcome to the final MAC FLYER for 2017.  

 

Those of you who were at the Christmas Cocktails will have heard me say that so far for 

this financial year the club is tracking very well. We are meeting the budget set both 

financially and hours flown. This reflects the hard work our staff are doing and we thank 

them sincerely for that. Of course it is not just the ‘business’ which is important but the 

heart and soul of the club needs to be in good shape. And it is! We continue to be well 

known for our friendly and helpful face which once again reflects our staff but also our 

existing membership and officers of the club who all help to mould the shape of the club. 

Congratulations to all!  

 

For those who were unable to attend the cocktails, you missed a great night. Thanks to 

those who organised the decorations, food and of course the cocktails. Read about it 

else where. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katipo has also come and gone, no great dramas but some good experience I am sure. I 

do not know how many attended their open day before they left but members of the 

public who come to these type of events get exposed to aviation and there is always a 

spin off for the club, however subtle. It may just get that extra person interested in learning 

to fly. So any help all members can give to these events, you are helping the club. 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
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Another event which no doubt attracted attention was the Akro Fest which we were 

happy to host. A good collection of aeroplanes and pilots strutting their stuff and enjoying 

the whole thing. No incidents or complaints which is great. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With these events and others where there are a lot of aircraft movements, noise can raise 

its ugly head. Of course we are an airfield and there will be noise but we want to be 

mindful of our neighbours and Blenheim township its self, so when we are out and about I 

would ask you to bear that in mind, just as a simple courtesy. Thank you. 

 

While talking of spin offs, the AHC (Museum) has thousands of people thru each year, and 

growing. While the majority are visitors, locals too come out and they are a captive 

audience. Many/most of the workers over there are members of the club and only too 

happy to promote MAC as the place to be. Many of the MAC membership are also 

members of the AHC, myself included, as by fostering them we are fostering ourselves and 

that is how we want to be. That goes for any of the business’s at Omaka, we are in it 

together, which is what we want, while still maintaining our own business. If you have not 

been thru the AHC, give yourself a Christmas present and have a look thru. There are 

special rates for local and good coffee is served!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Report Continued…. 
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Maintenance around the place continues. Always something new to see and Chris our 

handy man keeps busy. With the field all mown and hay making complete (our members 

take care of that and we have a win/win agreement there), the left overs are now very 

dry so be very careful with regards fire risk. Pick up any shiny objects you may see in the 

grass along with the more obvious things. Hanger owners, if you have some long grass 

near your hanger and are able to help by cutting it down that would be great. Many 

hands make light work. 

 

 

As advised, over the Christmas period the club will be in slumber mode due to all staff 

being away. Not ideal but unavoidable in the event. Please take note of Sharn’s 

directions and he or I can be contactable, but not Sharn on his wedding day, 31st 

December. John Neal, Travers Tennant and even myself will be helping out when we can 

so I look forward to meeting / flying with a few more of you. 

 

So that is probably it for this year, I am sure you all join with me in wishing Sharn and 

Brydie  a fabulous wedding and enjoyable break. 

 

Bianca is off around the world so we look forward to hearing all about it on her return, take 

care. 

 

Raylene will be having a well earned rest with her family but I know will be bouncing back 

in the new year. Enjoy. 

 

And lastly I wish you all a very Happy Christmas, stay safe. 

 

Alistair  

Presidents Report Continued…. 
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MAC Bar 

will be 

closed on 

24th  

December 
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CFI REPORT 

Merry Christmas to all our students and members!  

This year has been a great year for the club. It has seen many airfield projects completed 

with re-roofing the hangar and various other projects on the airfield to tidy things up. With 

the flying hours up significantly on last year and all instructors hardly on the ground it puts 

the club in good stead for a positive start next year. I’d personally like to thank the 

committee for all the hard work that they put in to keep the club on track.  

 

 

   From this     →     to this  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Shane Moeller, Daphne Radmall on their recent First Solo’s and 

Matthew Butt on gaining his PPL. 

Matt Eastham has been a great help to the club over the last month filling in where 

needed to ensure we can meet student demand. Matt has just finished up with us and has 

begun his training at Sounds Air. We wish you all the best at Sounds Air Matt. 
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Christmas Opening Hours: 

The club is closing for instruction midday on the 23rd December and reopening 3rd January.  

If any members with current PPL’s would like to hire the aircraft then it would be great to 

prearrange this before the 23rd. Come in and see me to do this. For those flights that are 

“spur of the moment” flights there is access to the hangar after hours and a phone call to 

the on call instructor listed below to gain permission for the flight needs to be carried out 

before the flight takes place. 

Sharn Davies for all days except Sunday 31st. 021 0629162 

Alistair Matthews Sunday 31st 027 4287863  

Raylene Wadsworth for anything extra in emergencies…  027 458 9115 

 

Some of our Instructors you will see over the next month or so... 

 

 

 

   

CFI Report Continued…. 

Travers Tennant— posing with Kevin Wilkey John Neal 
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CFI Report continued…. 

 

 

Southern Skies Roadshow 

I recently attended the Southern Skies Roadshow on behalf of the club in Nelson. This 

roadshow was intended to notify us of upcoming changes to controlled airspace with the 

introduction of ADS-B. Below is a summary of the upcoming changes. 

What is ADS-B? 

New Zealand’s Secondary Surveillance System (SSR –which requires a transponder for Air 

Traffic Control to see you on their radar screens), is being replaced by ADS-B (Automatic 

Dependent Surveillance Broadcast). The reason for this is that the old equipment has 

reached the end of its life and ADS-B is being adopted worldwide under ICAO. ADS-B also 

has the advantage of full coverage throughout NZ. The current system in place has blind 

spots along the entire West Coast of the South Island and south of Dunedin. 

When does ADS-B come into effect for general Aviation? 

ADS-B OUT will be mandatory by the end of 2021. What this means is that if you want to fly 

into controlled airspace after the end of 2021 your aircraft must be equipped with ADS-B 

and have the ability to send out your aircraft position via GPS. ADS-B IN is not going to be 

mandatory (ADS-B IN would mean that you have an electronic screen capable of 

displaying other traffic information). 

What equipment is required for ADS-B? 

ADS-B requires a Mode S transponder and a GPS unit to send out location and aircraft 

information. There are two ways which this can be done. First option is to have two 

separate pieces of equipment, the Mode S transponder and a separate GPS unit. Or the 

second option which I believe is the better option is to purchase a complete ADS-B 

transponder that has a GPS chip in it. This should be a straight forward fitment into the 

current avionics stack in most aircraft. 

Whatever option you decide to go with the transponder and GPS chip/unit must be TSO 

145/146 certificated and operate on the 1090 MHz band. There must be an STC for fitment 

in your aircraft. What this essentially means is that you cannot just purchase a Mode S 

transponder and wire into your handheld GPS unit. 

How much will it cost? 

The all in one ADS-B units sell for about $3-4k US dollars + fitment.  

There is going to be some consultation early-mid 2018 where further details will be 

discussed. I will keep you all up to date with any further details. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Sharn Davies 
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FIRST SOLO 

PPL’S 

Daphne Radmall 

1 December 17 

Shane Moeller 

16 November 17 

Matthew Butt     30 November 17 
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                        Find us on Facebook  

 M.A.C Marlborough Aero Club 

MAC Accommodation 

Pilot / RNZAC Member 

$120 / night 

Email: john@soundsaero.co.nz 

 

FLYING HOURS 
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

2017 Reflections on Flying 

February saw the Healthy Bastards STOL comps along with 40 knots of Nor’wester with it. 

Unfortunately the heavy weight class missed out as competition was cancelled due to the 

wind which was disappointing after practicing for 14 hours in January! I did manage to 

win the Precision Landing Class with a score of 700mm over the line. 

In March Simon Tripe and I headed for Makarora for the 180/185 fly-in in BMW.  We also 

had Ray Patchett along for the ride and learnt a lot about Gyros over the 3-hour 

journey…  It was an amazing weekend until BMW’s starter motor packed up on 

Dingleburn back strip and was tied down and left there for 2 weeks.  It was awesome 

what help you get from fellow aviators (who you don’t even know) in this situation and all 

it cost was a bag of Marlborough Sounds mussels and 6 hours for a mechanic which was 

not bad considering they had to take the motor out in the bush to get to the starter.  We 

got two rides back, one with Frank Prouting and one with Mike Thomas and both very 

colourful characters.  On the return trip to pick up repaired BMW I was flown down by 

Mark O’Sullivan in the Nanchang. 

May saw a long weekend down near Haast, landing in Poringa River and staying at a 

mate’s whitebait stand. 

June turned out to be somewhat busy.  After telling Nigel (Griffiths) for the last two years 

that I didn’t want a 185, he convinced me otherwise and I ended up buying SME.  The 

following week I also purchased a quarter share in BKN and then sold BMW to Mark 

O’Sullivan, also courtesy of Nigel.   My son was a little distraught to see BMW go but was 

happy when he found out it was staying local and I also get to still fly it occasionally.  I did 

my rating with Travers and then put my head down and learnt to fly the 185. 
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July I loaded up the family and we went to Alexandra for the AOPA winter fly-in. Many 

great memories created and lots of cool photos with BMW, SME and CES and the three 

families.  The photos show it all—it was cold!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August arrived and so did big tyres and landing gear for BKN.  Not surprisingly I spent a 

good deal of August landing in the Wairau River bed and numerous local beaches.   

Early September I did my BFR with Sharn with 40 knots on the ground at Woodbourne, 

making it a little challenging 

Mid-September the whole family headed to San Francisco, then headed to Reno to catch 

the last two days of Pylon Racing and watching Graeme Frew in the Yak3 – Full Noise race 

in the Gold All In. What a sight – standing on the outside of the race circuit, with planes 

passing about 200 metres away, at 100 foot AGL, doing 500miles per hour with as little as 50 

metres between planes – was a little hard to comprehend.   

After the racing, we headed back to San Fran and hired to RV’s with the O’Sullivan’s and 

spent 3 weeks, driving some 5600kms in a V10 petrol.  After parting with our travelling 

buddies we headed to Salt Lake City to Hills Air Force Base Museum.  Saw planes ranging 

from B52 Hornet to Lockhead Blackbird that flew at over 2000 mph or Mach 3+ and at over 

85,000 feet. It was built in the cold war to spy on Russia. Ironically it was constructed from 

titanium purchased from Russia!! 

 

Vice-Presidents Report continued…. 
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Vice-Presidents Report continued…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

We arrived home mid October (after the rain had stopped thankfully). After 5 weeks, away 

you really appreciate what a great facility we have at Omaka.  Mark and I loaded up SME 

and headed to the Waiatota Valley, South Westland.  Nigel took the 300 down which we 

used to transfer ourselves around for better access to hunting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiatota, South Westland 

November, I spent flying mainly BKN and doing some half plane length take offs and 

landings out at Cape Campbell in some pretty strong head winds. 

In the short time since taking up the spot of Vice-President, I been very impressed with the 

great attitude of the committee with everybody doing their fare share of the workload. 

Greetings of the season to all members and let’s hope 2018 brings new and exciting 

aviation adventures. 

Scott Madsen 

           Full Noise in Reno 
The Madsen and O’Sullivan families    

at  Yosemite National Park 
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CLUB CAPTAIN REPORT 

 

Hey Everyone, 

 

December is here already! That’s gone a bit too fast! Firstly, great effort to everyone who 

made it to the cocktail party! A great turn out to an amazing night. What made it that 

amazing was the people, so thank you and well done on your attendance! Some 

highlights of the night included Simon Kubala’s bagpipe display, Raylene’s top notch 

dancing, Nick Gibb’s 737 Flying stories which certainly had me tuned in! It was great to see 

everyone making an effort with attire also, that was just awesome. Good work. I left at 1am 

and people were still finishing their drinks so that’s pleasing to see! Thank you to everyone 

for their contributions to helping set up, that’s very much appreciated and it’s warming to 

know that the majority of our members are willing to pitch in and help with no questions 

asked. A very big thank you is owed to John Hutchison, John had planned to take the night 

off and join us on the fun side of the bar, well deserved, however due to how busy the 

night was John ended up working to ensure everyone else had a good night and that 

really is going above and beyond, putting the club before himself, so next time you see 

John please remember to thank him and remind him how much our club truly appreciates 

his amazing efforts.  

 

On the Nationals front, the meat raffles are in full swing and I’ve now published a roster for 

the Nationals team to take turns selling the tickets at the bar to ensure everyone is putting 

in equal effort. Instead of being a $15 & $25 pack, we now have 2 $20 packs as preferred 

by the members. Accomodation for the Nationals has been booked and all is go, this year 

however any practice that those attending wish to have will be a flight / lesson booking as 

opposed to a whole day situation. This way no instructor or aircraft time is wasted and gives 

more flexibility to all parties.  
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Club Captain’s Report Continued…. 

With Christmas just around the corner life suddenly gets busier, for some more demanding 

and exciting and for some it can be a sad time of missing and remembering, it’s a time we 

stop to remember one of own taken from us this time last year, George Anderson, it’s a 

time for us to look back on the good times George had taking part in club activities, events 

and Flying, but also time to stop and think about his family and wish them well during what 

will be a very difficult time for them particularly this time of year. I myself did some flying 

with George in the airtourer, CYS, it brings a smile to my face knowing how keen he was 

both taking me flying and everything else he did with 100% enthusiasm. We have been a 

very lucky club having a member like him keeping the social side well alive.  

 

In the new year keep a look out for posters advertising an Aircraft wash day fundraiser by 

members of the Nationals team! Your plane will never have looked as good! Until then I 

wish you all a very safe and enjoyable Merry Christmas. No matter where you are going, by 

air, road, boat, please do take the greatest of care. Enjoy the festive time of year and I 

look forward to doing the year all over again with you in 2018!  

Merry Christmas & Safe Flying  

Ben  
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas from the snow! Moving to Blenheim earlier this year 

for me meant an amazing 6 months as a M.A.C Instructor. I was very lucky to join such an 

incredible team and enjoy flying with all the wonderful members.  

 

 

I can’t wait to be back soon, though for now I’ve taken some time to join my family for a 

White Christmas. We’ve had some crisp cold blue sky days and amazing skiing at Sun 

Peaks, Canada. Definitely quite the opposite to the Blenheim weather. See you all in the 

New Year! 

Bianca 

 

 

XMAS MESSAGE FROM BIANCA 
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MAC currently house 5 rows of private use hangars, 30 in total. Hangar sizes range from 

67.5m2 to 480m2.  The first of the private hangars was built in 1989, Ray Patchett being the 

owner.  From time to time these hangars come up for sale. 

In a quick overview in lieu of a detailed report which will appear in the next MAC Flyer..... 

Approval to purchase a hangar on MAC property must have prior written consent of the 

committee at the time, Prospective buyers must be financial MAC members. Intention to 

sell must have prior written consent of the committee at the time. 

Hangars are primarily for the storage of Aircraft and stores associated with the operation of 

that aircraft.  Hangars are to be third party insured by the owners.  Commercial activity in 

the private hangars is not permitted. 

Hangars will be visited from time to time by a MAC committee member to ensure that the 

hangars are being used for the purpose for which they are approved for in accordance 

with the lease document. 

Next month I will have a full report for you which will include MAC responsibilities with 

regard to private hangars and hangar owner responsibilities to MAC, along with process for 

buying and selling, do’s and don’ts, and listing any hangars for sale / wanted, so if you are 

in need of a hangar text me the details on 0211 276 230.  

Cheers, Marty Nicoll 

 

MAC PRIVATE HANGARS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR 
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YOUNG EAGLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our November Meet saw the Young Eagles Visit both the WW1 and WW2 displays at the 

Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre. 

Guided by the very knowledgeable Kevin Cook and starting with WW1 the Knights of the 

Sky, we were treated to a very informative introduction to the early days of Aviation in 

combat, the YE’s were surprised at how advanced the thinking was back in those days. 

There were plenty of questions from the YE’s soaking up the atmosphere and listening to 

Kevin relay the many stories from WW1, too many to list here so I’ll let the photos do the 

talking.  

Every display has a unique story behind it and the YE’s were very interested to hear each 

of them, a big thankyou to Kevin for taking us through and especially pointing out the 

many rare often overlooked treasures throughout the WW1 collections. 

It was then on to the WW2 display Dangerous Skies with David Bishop as our guide, the 

much faster and more modern aircraft excited the team even more and highlighted 

even further the advancements in aircraft design in fairly short time   

Again the information this time from David came thick and fast and the questions from 

the YE’s were interesting and often thought provoking!   

Highlights from Dangerous Skies was of course the spit fire and also the Stalingrad 

experience amongst many others.  

A big thanks to both David and Kevin for sharing their vast experience with the MAC 

young eagles and also the AHC for the concession on the ticket price, it is certainly a 

world class experience and one that all Marlburian’s can be extremely proud of. 

Cheers Jono     
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YOUNG EAGLES 
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Marlborough  

Aero Club  

Official 

Ties 

Ties for 

sale 

$25 each 

Order one 

now in time 

for MAC’s 

 90th  

 Anniversary 

Order by 12 January 18 

Ph: 03 578 5073 

or 

Email: fly@marlboroughaeroclub.co.nz  
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PHOTO ALBUM 

 

Congratulations to John and Ally Low  

Who got married under the DC3 last weekend 
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