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Whats on!  
August 14  

Air Nelson Open day  

 

September 3 -4-5 

21st Brass Monkey  

Lake Station  

 

September 5  

Comps -Circuits  

 

September 26  

Nelson Aero Club -Open 

Day 

Scholarship presentation 

3pm  

 

October 3  

Comps -Navigation  

 

October 9 or 10  

Day Trip ñDõurville Island 

 

October 29 -30-31 

Alpine Rally at Nelson  

 

November 7  

CompsñLife Raft Drop-

ping 

 

December 5  

CompsñIF Basic 

 

December 10 -11-12 

2 Night Club Trip  

 

January 2 

No Comps this month  

 

February 6  

CompsñBombing  

 

February 12 -13 

1 night club trip  

 

March 6  

CompsñCircuits  

 

April 3  

CompsñLife Raft Drop-

ping 

 

Two of your executives 

travelled to wellington 

recently to  attend the 

AGM of the RNZAC.  

Our CFI attended for 

one day mainly for the 

AGM of the instructors 

council which sets pa-

rameters for instructors 

to comply with.  

Both days were ex-

tremely informative and 

recommendations will be 

adopted by your club.  

Members may not be 

aware but $25 of your 

subscription goes toward 

this worthy organization 

plus GST.  Aero Clubs 

only are permitted as 

members.  The Royal 

New Zealand Aero Clubs 

Organisation is also re-

sponsible for submis-

sions to government on 

CAA recommendations.   

Conveying clubs wishes 

in matters of rule 

changes representing 52 

of New Zealands Aero 

Clubs who in turn repre-

sent 3500 pilots.   

It is also interesting to 

know that there are only 

9 approved examiners 

for mountain flying in  

New Zealand.  A pleas-

ing note is Melissa our 

CFI has been invited to 

train to instruct moun-

tain flying.  

The role of the RNZAC is 

far too complex to 

detail here but 

rest assured this 

very vibrant or-

ganization is al-

ways there to look 

after members 

best interest in 

aviation.  I am 

happy to talk 

about their role to any 

member.  

Congratulations to the 

small team who so suc-

cessfully conducted our 

recent scholarship.  Its 

not over yet and proving 

to be every inch a win-

ner.  

NAC students can par-

ticipate in up to five 

scholarships a year.  

John Harrison won the 

young eagle scholarship 

last year and was 

awarded $2000 worth of 

flying by RNZAC, heaps 

of free publicity and re-

duced  rates to the na-

tionals in Hastings.   

Hazel Kerr won the Rex 

Lucas which carries 

$2000 worth of free fly-

ing.  Nine people in the 

last eight years are in 

the airlines from our 

club.  A marvelous repu-

tation!  

Members report having 

difficulty becoming ac-

quainted with other club 

members.  Tell us what 

you want and we will 

organise. 

We feel we run enough 

competitions, routine 

monthly, regionals and 

nationals.  All of these 

comps help improve your 

flying skills and are spe-

cifically designed to do 

so.  Regional competi-

tions are to be held this 

year at your club (see 

website).  Very little 

costs are involved as we 

are in nelson.  The na-

tionals if you win here 

are being held at Christ-

church.  There has never 

been a better opportu-

nity so get down to the 

club and put your name 

in.  

How about running the 

bar?  (If you are old 

enough) 

Keep your crackpot ideas 

coming because from 

them good things evolve.  

When you come on down 

to your club be prepared 

to meet many new faces.  

Make tem welcome be-

cause they have just 

joined  òOur Clubó. 

Your in Flying               

Maurice J Tighe             

President Report  



you are coming put your name up 

or contact Melissa at the Aero 

Club or Tim on 0210400916.  

The Alpine Rally will be held in 

Nelson on  29-30-31 of October if 

you would like to be in the team or 

just want to help out please let me 

know as soon as possible. 

The Working Bee was great with 

over 14 turning up to weed the 

garden, water -blast the building, 

paint and tidy up inside.  A great 

lunch was also put on.  Thanks to 

all involved.  

You will find a list of our sponsors 

please support them as they have 

supported us in the Reg Kingsford 

Scholarship also a scholarship 

form for you to sell.  

Thanks  

Kevin Allport  

A welcome to our new members 

over the last 2 months.  I have 

been busy with the scholarship in  

the Richmond Mall and 3 weeks 

prior getting sponsors for the ads 

in the Waimea Weekly and Leader 

and now 3 weeks putting the air-

craft back together.  Competitions 

were well attended with bombing 

in July and Pre -Flight in August.  

The next event is the Brass Mon-

key Fly Inn at Lake Station on the 

3rd, 4th and 5th of September.  If 

The last month has been very busy 

with advertising and the last cou-

ple of weeks the flying has been 

getting busier.   

Our scholarship promotion in the 

mall was very successful, weõve 

been getting lots of great feedback 

and have gained many new mem-

bers. I wish to welcome all the new 

members to our club and if I have 

not met you as yet Iõm sure I will 

soon!  The  closing date for the 

scholarship is not till the 5th Sep-

tember, so they are still coming in.  

The booking sheet has been get-

ting booked up pretty fast so far-

this month, so if you want to fly 

give me a call  as early as you can.  

This will allow you more choice of 

the times  available.  

I am working on adding another 

theory subject we can teach in the 

classroom along with the  two we 

already teach.  (Navigation and 

Meteorology) for later this year.  

Iõm hoping it will be more motivat-

ing to you to learn in a classroom 

environment than self studying at 

home.  For the new members that 

donõt know, the ground theory 

courses usually run on a Sunday 

morning.   I will set the dates 

these courses will start in the next 

newsletter.  

The destination for the  day trip in 

October has been decided.  We will 

be flying to Dõurville Island for a 

beach side lunch..  If anyone wants 

come along let me know and if any 

new members want to join us or 

want to know more about it, come 

and see me.  It would be great to 

see you all there!  

Our Open Day is on the 26th Octo-

ber and it coincides with the Schol-

arship presentation.  The winners 

will be announced at 3pm, so come 

along and introduce yourselfs and 

support all our new members !  

I will be starting to train our com-

petitors for the regionals shortly, 

so if you would like to be part of 

the Nelson Aero Club team let me 

know  ASAP.  

Hope to catch up with you all soon!  

Melissa Popplewell  

 

Club Captain Report  

CFI Report  

NELSON AERO CLUB 



Competition Results  

The Nelson Aero Club wish to thank the 

following sponsors  

21st Brass Monkey Fly In 
September 3-4-5 

Registration forms are available at the Nelson Aero 
Club or contact Tim on 0210400916 

Bombing Junior July  

1st Alex Stockdale  

2nd Lissa Cowie  

3rd Michelle Hecker  

Pre -flight August  

1st Steve Webb 

2nd equal Tim Johnson & 

Jacob Johnson 

 

Bombing Senior July  

1st Graeme Kinzett  

2nd Julian Daly  

 

NELSON AERO CLUB 

Reg Kingsford Trust  

Nelson Airport Company Ltd  

Helicopters NZ Ltd  

Ricks Tyre & Auto Ltd  

Tahuna Auto Electrics  

Anatoki Helicopters  

Helicare Maintenance Ltd  

Waterblaster Solutions Ltd  

Kiwi Park Motels, Murchison  

Richmond Antiques & Curios  

Nelson Tyre centre Ltd  

Hamden Hotel, Murchison  

Ross Stratford Contractor  

Richmond Resene Colorshop 

Waimea Weekly  

Leader, Nelson  

Richmond Mall  

Sounds Air  

Wai -iti Engineering Ltd  

National Aircraft Interiors  

Lloyd Heslop Motors  

Sun City Taxiõs 

Richmond Panelbeating Service  

Fastway Couriers  

Airport Rentals  

John Pearce Builder  

Industrial Marine Electrical  

Airloans aviation finance  

If you have received this newsletter by post I must not have your email address.  If you would like for it to be 

emailed in the future and keep you updated with any updates or for you to contact me directly, email me through 

your email address  to cfi@nelsonaeroclub.co.nz       Melissa Popplewell  



Phillipa Buckton about being the 

only woman captain flying for Jet 

connect, Michelle Dumble on Air 

Traffic Control, and Shirley Upton -

Morris as a parachutist.  I hadnõt 

appreciated quite how under ð rep-

resented women are in this indus-

try ð only 6% of pilots are women 

which is bizarre, and totally un-

necessary really.  However, things 

are changing thanks to these 

women (and others), who have 

blazed a trail for the rest of us to 

follow.  

At the dinner on Sunday night, we 

all had a great time and I had the 

opportunity to hear interesting 

stories from some incredible 

women.  They were from a wide 

range of backgrounds ð everything 

from 18 year olds doing their 

CPLs, professional pilots, ama-

teurs who started flying back in 

the day when women were not en-

couraged to fly.  They were very 

happy to talk to each other and to 

a complete novice like me.  The 

noise level in  the room was very 

high and it was pointed out that 

the noise level didnõt drop even 

when we were eating ð quite  a 

skill.  Finally the results were an-

nounced and I was pleased and 

surprised to have received 1st 

This year I decided to go to the 

annual rally of the NZ Woman in 

Aviation, held in Tauranga on 

Queenõs Birthday Weekend. 

I thought it would be great to 

meet some other woman aviators.  

The student level competitions 

sounded interesting and also use-

ful as a precursor to sitting the 

PPL.  So I entered four: Rhona 

Fraser trophy for preflight, run -up 

and one circuit, Briar Smith Tro-

phy for that plus EFATO, climb, 

medium turns, stalling and circuit 

rejoin, Kay Scott trophy for visual 

only circuit with nominated 

speeds etc, and Yvonne Loader 

Trophy for IFR.       

It was a bit of a free for all to start 

with ñwe were all trying to secure 

our chosen aircraft and our judge 

as quickly as possible.  I was ham-

pered at the beginning by insist-

ing that I had to have the Cessna 

150 (as itõs the only sort Iõve ever 

flown) and there was only one.  By 

the end of the day I was happy to 

give anything a go.  I donõt even 

know what I flew for the instru-

ment only competition, but I 

couldnõt reach the pedals and see 

out at the same time.  I figured I 

wouldnõt need to see out anyway, 

as that was the point of that com-

petition.  Landing was interesting, 

but my great judge Matt helped 

me out.  We had different judges 

for each one and they were all ex-

cellentð very supportive and 

calmð just what I needed!  In be-

tween flying there was lots of time 

to meet people and chat (gossip) - 

everyone was so friendly.  

On the next day the weather had 

packed in, so fortunately there 

were guest speakers organized.  

They all gave fascinating insights 

into their different professions in 

the flying industry.  Some of my 

personal highlights were Ann Bar-

barich on flying the Boeing 747, 

place for Briar Smith and Kay 

Scott, 2nd for Yvonne Loader, 3rd 

for Rhona Fraser and the Collins 

Cup for the highest overall student 

score. 

A big thanks to my instructors at 

the Aero Club, particularly to 

Melissa Popplewell for instructing 

me so thoroughly, especially the 

last minute IFR.  I hadnõt done 

any before entering the competi-

tion in the expectation that some-

one would teach me it before I 

went.  Also a huge thanks to the 

other Nelson people I met in Tau-

rangað Rosie Furness, Rosie Mus-

ters (who won the Wings Photo-

graphic Competition), Jeanette 

Lusty and of course, Thelma Brad-

shawð who all looked after me and 

made me feel very welcome.  

It was a fantastic experience and 

one I would highly recommend for 

other women flyers ð I canõt wait 

until next yearõs rally!  I urge all 

women pilots to join the NZAWA 

and become part of a great net-

work of women aviators.  As it 

turns out, I am now the regional 

contact for the Upper South Island 

so feel free to get in touch.  My 

email is lcowie_99@yahoo.com 

NZ Woman in Aviation 

Annual Rally, Tauranga  

Lissa Cowie  


