
event because I hold a NZ RPL which is not recognised in Aus-

tralia.  John is an optometrist in his day job, but, like many of 

us, devotes significant volunteer time to his club. He epitomises 

the aero club volunteer and I cannot speak highly enough of his 

professionalism and friendship.  I will long remember and appre-

ciate his support for our activities at La Trobe. 

Space does not permit me to describe the weather at La Trobe, 

but I’ll just say 350 and clear skies followed by a 50kt southerly 

and power outages, trees down, all in the one day!  I also did 

my duty on the landing grid for a couple of days and it was hard-

ly pleasant. 

I want to acknowledge the excellent support of Trish Stephens, a 

multi-award winning formation pilot from Tauranga Aero Club, 

who had travelled with husband, Ike, another great aviator, in 

support of the Wings team.  Trish’s feedback from the ground 

during our practices at La Trobe was invaluable and, to my 

thinking, was instrumental in the outcome.   

Trish was also the only NZ judge for the formation events. 

The Wings event was held on Wed 29 March and it was only fit-

ting that the two national anthems played during the flag raising 

were sent via Bluetooth from the phone of team supporter, Dave 
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In a sense, it was déjà vu for me.  In March 

2013, I represented CAC and NZ in the Wings 

Trophy formation team at La Trobe Valley air-

field in western Victoria.  We felt hard done by 

on that occasion and team manager, Ian Kirk-

patrick, expressed his concerns in a Flying NZ 

Flightpath column, where he said, “The New 

Zealand team was not successful in retaining 

the Wings Trophy, but this was more to do with 

decisions made in the Steward’s Room than the 

Australian team’s flying ability.”  My own col-

umn, for the Club Flyer was entitled ‘Underarm 

Aviation’.  I am pleased to announce that our 

2017 experience was without controversy. 

I was greatly honoured in early 2017 to be of-

fered a place in the NZ Wings formation team – 

a composite team with Darryn Franklin (leader) 

and Ian Begbie, both from Mid-Canterbury Aero 

Club.  This circumstance had come about due 

to the very unusual situation of there being no 

formation 3 teams at any Regional Rally in 

2016.  It seems that formation flying is in dire 

straits in this country, but, in MCAC/CAC, we 

were very keen to show that NZ could still field 

a competitive formation team in the Wings Tro-

phy. 

Here’s where the déjà vu bit comes in.  The 

venue for Wings 2017 was La Trobe Valley air-

field.  I naturally felt that there was unfinished 

business for NZ and especially for the formation 

team.  We knew that it was a tall ask though.  

Darryn was a proven Pairs leader, but had never led a 

three.  Ian and I were both no 2s, so one of us needed to 

move to no 3.  Ian wanted the opportunity and I happily 

gave it to him.  So, our NZ formation three was going up 

against the Aussies, on their territory, with a virtually new 

team.   

We put in some time to practice together, mainly at AS 

where Darryn had to negotiate the sky-divers who share 

the field, but we had one evening practice at WL where we 

greatly appreciated the ground feedback from Grant 

Hopewell and Sue Grundy, both of whom are experienced 

formation 3 pilots.  In spite of our best intentions however, 

several planned practices had to be cancelled due weather 

and we arrived in Australia on Sun 26 March feeling some-

what underdone. 

At Moorabbin, Paul Canavan, and the Royal Victorian Aero 

Club, were superb hosts and we flew three RVAC Warriors 

the 66nm to La Trobe, doing some formation practice on 

the way.  I could write a small book on how well LVAC 

hosted us and I cannot speak highly enough of John War-

ren, an LVAC instructor and immediate past President, who 

sat in my right seat for every practice and competition 

By Graeme Randle 
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Campbell, a man who should strike fear into any 

Australian aero club pilot.  I felt tremendous pride 

to stand at attention while Hayley Westenra sang 

her superb rendition of God Defend New Zealand. 

Team member, Daniel Campbell (spot landing), 

won the toss and, following the team’s earlier de-

termination, announced that NZ would fly first.  

Formation was first up and flying conditions were 

excellent, the calmest weather we’d flown in to-

gether.  We felt we’d given it our best shot and that 

seemed to be the feedback from the NZ team 

members and supporters watching.  We felt a de-

gree of confidence, but we knew that nothing was 

in the bag until the awards were announced on 

Saturday night. 

The Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia put 

on an excellent prize-giving evening on Sat 02 April 

at a local vineyard.  I was delighted, along with 

Darryn and Ian, to receive a gold medal for first 

place in the Wings formation.  I certainly felt that 

I’d dealt to the hoodoo of 2013.  Unfortunately, we 

had to again surrender the Wings Trophy on a 

countback after the 4 events were drawn 2 apiece.  

Knowing that the Aussies were very hard to beat at 

home, I took some comfort in knowing that the 

trophy could be won back in Timaru in Feb 2018.  

Bring it on! 

In the Australian Light Aircraft Championships 

(ALACs), held on Friday and Saturday, the Kiwis 

again fared very well.  In the spot landing, out of 

34 competitors, Dave Campbell won by a hairs-

breadth (0.78 of a point) from son, Daniel.  Dave 

also won the forced landing, with Daniel in 3rd 

place, Mike Fleming in 4th, Ian Begbie 6th and Dar-

ryn Franklin 8th, out of 31 competitors.  Dave was 

2nd in the streamer cutting (21 entrants) and of 

course he took out the individual overall award by 

27 points from Australian, Dave Kunkel, who re-

ceived the trophy and the medal.  Dave also did 

that at La Trobe in 2013.  What a pilot.  We let the 

Australians take the formation win in the ALACs. 

In closing, I’d like to thank FNZ Exec Secretary, 

Lisa Macdonald, who did a fantastic job supporting 

us and who never lost her smile and her laugh.  

She worked tremendously hard on behalf of some 

team members who had fallen into CASA cracks.  

Lisa, you’re a legend!  To my Wings teammates, I 

say thank-you and well done.  It was a privilege to 

stand beside you in a NZ shirt. 

Des Barry – formation 

Daniel Campbell – Spot Landing 

Mike Fleming – FLWOP 

Darryn Franklin and Ian Begbie - formation 
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A lot has happened since my 

last report. 

Club membership along with 

club flying hours continues to 

grow, albeit the recent 

months of poor weather has 

had a temporary negative 

impact. Attendance at the last 

few club days, weather per-

mitting, has been excellent. I 

urge those of you who have 

not been to a club day to give 

it a go. It is a great way to 

remain current, fly new types 

and be amongst your fellow aviation enthusiasts. Flying in 

the competitions is not compulsory but having an enjoyable 

day out is! 

Our competition team for the Nationals did very well this 

year, excepting for yours truly in the aerobatics, but that is 

another story, so I will not bore you with the details. 

The club has put in a new software system.  Net Suite was 

up and running at the beginning of our financial year (April 

1st) and replaces the multiple suite of programs that we 

used for data entry to run the accounts and various records. 

The previous systems were clumsy, very error prone, and 

costly to run. There is still more to be done before we have 

the system fully operational but we are well underway. 

The club has installed a new security system in order to be 

compliant with the Airport security requirements. The sys-

tem is quite high tech and will enable out-of-hours access to 

the building and hangars via a cell phone app for pilots who 

are authorised for independent operations. 

The Academy has not performed as well as expected for the 

2015/2016 financial year. One of the key contributors to the 

problem was a loss of eight Indian students from the Octo-

ber intake due to a change made to rules for student visas 

by Immigration New Zealand. The changes were made with-

out consultation. As a result we now prequalify our appli-

cants and there have been no further problems. All the in-

takes for the early part of this year are oversubscribed and 

places for the intakes for the balance of the year are filling 

fast. This year looks a lot more promising. 

My enthusiasm for new technology remains unabated. I con-

tinue to bore and brow beat people where I get the oppor-

tunity to get on my hobby horse, so please forgive me, but 

here I go again… Engines: Rotax 915 engines are due out 

this year. The fuel efficiency and the performance is simply 

amazing take a look at http://www.flyrotax.com/produkte/

detail/rotax-915-is-isc.html  

Airframes: Steve Noad pointed me to this website – thanks 

Steve. The One Aircraft Company look like they have pro-

duced a stunner so take a look at this 

http://www.oneaircraft.com/  The page is slow to load so 

please be patient. 

Cockpit: FAA rules on certification in the US have been so 

onerous that the process has been unreasonably expensive 

and take years to obtain. Fortunately, recent changes to the 

rules look like the costs and the time constraints have been 

reduced. This means that Garmin might have some signifi-

cant competition soon which bodes well for glass cockpit 

costs. http://www.dynonavionics.com/skyview-system.php  

That is all from me for now. 

Fly well. Fly safely. Fly often.  - John McCallister - President 

 

 

Situational Awareness 

The Old Versus The New 

With the advent of the techno-

logical age we are living in a 

changing society and becoming 

more reliant on gaining infor-

mation from electronic sources,  

which brings to mind the ques-

tion are we at  risk of losing 

the ability to think for our-

selves the old fashioned way 

like our ancestors? 

 Let's have a look at some of 

the ways we gain information. 

Sight 

Our hunter gatherer ancestors were dependent on sight for 

the existence of the Clan. The hunters needed good long dis-

tance vision for sighting game at a distance, the gatherers 

needed good close up sight to establish what was being gath-

ered was suitable for consumption. Our rural agriculture 

based forebears were very reliant on their sight for tending to 

their stock and crops and the farmers of old became very 

good at reading the weather and seasonal changes to know 

when to plant and harvest crops for maximum productivity.  

Most of us now tend to use our close up vision predominantly 

and most of the information we need for life can be obtained 

using screens. If we decide that we want to do something in 

the outdoors later in the day do we look out the window and 

carry out a brief synopsis? No, we go to our device and jump 

onto Metservice and let them make the decision for us gener-

ally.  

Our aviation medical ensures we have good enough sight to 

be able to carry out our duties as a pilot safely but how often 

are we actually using our sight to gather important infor-

mation from the distance? Ask yourself how often do I need 

to look right out to the horizon to gain information that is 

very important to me. And more importantly how do I use 

that information to make the correct decisions. I think we are 

at risk as a society of being unable to gather information 

quickly and accurately from the environment because we will 

take the easy option and go to Google before trying to work it 

out ourselves. 

My challenge to you is to look outside several times a day 

and try and identify something you didn’t know was there, 

you might be surprised what you really see!  

The next time you fly take real notice of your environment 

and try and correlate what you are seeing with how you are 

behaving.  

Sound 

Our ancestors were very reliant on sound for survival as well, 

the snap of a twig as they were stalking an animal and I 

guess if you were a cowboy and heard a click of a gun being 

loaded in the dark outside firelight you might be a little wor-

ried about survival!!  

The recent invention of electric cars has demonstrated how 

we have adapted to using sound to assess traffic rather than 

sight and how little is known about general situational aware-

ness outside the aviation environment. It has taken thou-

sands of people to be injured to bring about a law change 

that requires electric cars to make noise.  

We are so surrounded by sound today that I believe we are 

tuning out to the small subtle sounds that are important to us 

in aviation. The slight drop in RPM with carb ice. The radio 

call that is a little broken and could be far away. Or even si-

lence on the radio, you may be on the wrong frequency! or 
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have had a radio failure without knowing it.  

When you are flying next take note of the sounds that sur-

round you in the cockpit and analyse them as you go so any-

thing abnormal will be noticed straight away. Build a mental 

picture of what you would be expecting to hear so you don’t 

get caught out. 

Smell  

The sense of smell was critical to our ancestors as it is to us 

today. The threat of fire was as important to them as it is to 

us in the cockpit. So often today we look for a “use by” date 

on a product before we eat it rather than doing a sniff test! 

We have all seen or visited those markets in Asia where the 

fruit, vegetables and meat are all closely looked at, sniffed 

and often touched as well before purchase. When did you do 

this last with your can of baked beans or Uncle Bens rice? We 

are getting more and more conditioned to buying our food 

pre packaged and sealed. Will this affect our ability to smell 

in the future? Who knows?  

There are smells that are critical to us as pilots. Some of 

them are fuel, electrical burning, oily burning smell of an 

engine on fire, exhaust fumes, to name a few. Smell builds a 

significant part of the situational awareness picture, don’t let 

those “out of place” smells go  unnoticed (unless your pas-

senger had those baked beans last night!)  

Tactile/Touch/Feel/Movement 

This is probably the most important sense for accurate flying. 

As we move more into ABS braking systems, self drive cars, 

drone technology, road speed restrictions and risk averse 

activities the more the “feel” of motion and our body’s ability 

to adapt will be lost I believe. So often I am flying with expe-

rienced pilots and they have no idea that the human body is 

incredibly sensitive to movement. Almost all pilots without 

exception can “feel” when the aircraft is only slightly out of 

balance or has started a slight climb or descent. This “seat of 

the pants” flying needs to be encouraged at all levels of fly-

ing.  

Sink, lift, speed, turbulence, drift, balance can all be felt 

through the seat of your pants, it is an essential part of your 

situational awareness tool box. Always work on developing 

this awareness and identify the feedback coming back 

through the controls.  

Summary  

In theory the information we gather from our electronic world 

should complement our old fashioned methods. Let's make 

sure we gather and use as much electronic based information 

as we can but also use the other information available to us 

without relying too much on any one single source.  

The aviation environment requires us to constantly gather 

information using all of our senses, we need to keep “in 

tune” with our environment and think ahead to be prepared 

and to adapt to changes as they happen.  

No matter what our journey is we can use our day to day 

lives to help us adapt to flying and flying to help us adapt to 

our day to day lives.  

Nathan Clarke - CFI 
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Some of you may be 

aware that the Club has 

recently invested in a new 

accounting and 

management system all 

driven by a single piece of 

software. The product is 

called NetSuite and of 

course in keeping with 

today’s high-tech approach 

it lives in the cloud.  

NetSuite has taken about 

four months to install and 

April was the first month, 

the first of the new 

financial year, that we  

have been using it in 

anger and getting all the bugs out as well as producing the 

reports that everyone needs to help them run their part of 

the operation. 

We will be able to do away with all of the old spreadsheets 

and two other software products and over the next few 

months we will refine the processes and teach everyone how 

to use it properly, which will dramatically reduce the number 

of hours previously taken to look after every part of the 

business. For example, all of the instructors will be able to 

see in real time where their students are up to in their 

training, the costs associated with their flights, their 

classroom instruction and even the instructors’ own costs. 

This in itself will create more awareness about the need for 

proper planning and particularly the management of the 

aircraft scheduling as it aligns with students, pilot instructors 

and of course the weather. If anyone of these factors alter it 

affects nearly everything else. 

We are already seeing the benefits of this installation and 

whilst it was a large and complicated installation for the Club 

I am absolutely convinced that it will help us refine all of our 

management procedures and look after costs more 

effectively. The ultimate outcome of course will be greater 

profitability and the ability to deliver a better return on 

investment to all Club members. 

Along with the introduction of NetSuite the new access 

control and security system has been installed and they will 

soon be talking to each other. This was a necessary upgrade 

driven by AVSEC requiring us to meet some minimum 

standards of identifying and managing those that have 

access to the air side of the Christchurch International 

airport. Installation was carried out over the last couple of 

weeks and has been a success and the new system will allow 

us to give all members much easier access to any part of the 

Christchurch airport site without having to chase someone for 

keys or door tokens. Over the next few weeks we will 

endeavour to deliver all of the cards you require and we will 

publish an appropriate set of instructions. 

Considering the amount of work we took on late last year we 

can report that we have come in on time and within budget 

and everyone who interacts with the software is doing so 

enthusiastically and looking forward to the benefits it will 

bring as we become more creative with it. 

Just as an aside, with all the software that lives in the cloud 

nowadays I have never actually been able to spot any as we 

fly around the skies over Canterbury. However, if you do see 

any cloud-based software while you are up there, please 

avoid it like the plague as I have no idea what effect it will 

have on the wing loadings, GPS or our ability to run the 

payroll. 

Regards to all - Alan Booth - CEO. 
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April, (7th to 9th) saw the second Flying NZ Young Eagles Conference held in 

Christchurch and hosted by Canterbury Aero Club. The purpose of this was 

to expose these youth to the variety of options for aviation based careers. 

This packed weekend didn’t include any planned flying but three visitors 

managed to get out to Forest Field for a spin in RBN late on Sunday morn-

ing.  

Rob George (FNZ President) has been the driving force behind this event 

and in support was Lisa Macdonald and National YE’s co-ordinator, David 

Saunders down from North Shore.  

It struck me just how dedicated and willing, were the various industry hosts 

in volunteering their time and talent over the weekend, to offer advice to 

39 wide-eyed youth from across the country. For example, Air NZ, A320 

Captain, Christine Oddy gave up her weekend (overnight and unpaid) to 

share her experiences and encourage interaction at workshops with fellow 

Captain Philip Seal. Christine also spent Saturday afternoon hosting and 

talking about the A320 in its stripped-down state at Air NZ Engineering.  

Other activities included:  

• Nick Nikoloff talking all things helicopters at Christchurch Helicopters. 

Graham “Sharpie” Sharp from Fire Rescue / Av Sec arranging tours of the fire station appliances and a talk 

and demonstration of the Av Sec bomb detecting dog. 

• Garden City Helicopters guided the delegates on the R22 SIM. 

• Various Airways staff introduced the groups to the tower and radar simulators. 

• Our man, Joe Brazier discussed the differences between training to fly in the Club or through the Academy. 

• Also from Air NZ was Frank Harcot, a local senior Flight Attendant who shared some fascinating work stories 

that he’s witnessed in his work. 

• Mitch and Dave from RNZAF Recruitment spoke about joining their branch of NZ Defence. 

• Joel guided groups through our engineering workshop. 

• There were some inspirational presentations too from Rob and David sharing their stories of aviation. 

• Liam Sutherland a senior YE from North Shore shared how he funds his flying and he’s close to PPL - pre-

dominantly self-funded. 

It was a full-on programme and logistically getting 

five groups and a few parent helpers around ‘the 

traps’ was interesting – and most importantly, very 

successful. We all trust we’ve inspired some moti-

vated youth to seek out the career path they want. 

Rob, Lisa, and David – great work and thanks for 

your massive efforts. This helper was exhausted 

after all that youthful enthusiasm! 

Speaking of enthusiasm, our club instructor Joe Brazier 

assigned to Young Eagles is chomping at the bit for our 

YE’s to get involved. He has a booking on the first Satur-

day of each month at West Melton from 3pm, for instruc-

tional flight.  If you’re a Young Eagle and want to take 

advantage of this please call the desk on 359 2121 to 

book it. We will take multiple YE’s and cost share flights 

to help control costs. 

Pete King - Young Eagles Co-ordinator / pete.d.king / 0223579241 

  

YOUNG EAGLES UPDATE 
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Reported by Sue Grundy 

ed to be a part of,” she says.  

The interview process saw her as the successful applicant, 

and now after four months in the job she says it is growing 

exponentially. She knows she is personable and occasionally 

she feels she is giving “mother” time to some students.  

After good exposure to several software programmes, she’s 

picked up the Netsuite conversion quickly and has become 

the in-house go to. 

Her days start by checking the engineering log books and 

making sure maintenance and bookings for the day are going 

to work smoothly. She is also doing more with accounts.  

Ask her for any explanation and you’ll get it clearly and con-

cisely. 

At home, Vanessa’s interests are reading and an on line role 

play computer game called World of Warcraft. Through the 

latter, she’s made some good friends around the world, as 

she says, a modern 

version of pen pals. 

Now 12, son Jordan 

is well settled into 

school and for his 

recent birthday re-

ceived the best pre-

sent ever - an aero-

batics flight with Joe 

Brazier! No manoeu-

vre upset him and he 

came back with a 

mile-wide grin. 

Next time you phone 

the Club, Vanessa will 

probably know your 

account details be-

fore you’ve said more 

than your name.  

Her recall and under-

standing are ideal for 

the job. 

…..and Monday to Thursday. 

Vanessa Carlaw knows her stuff, or more to the point our 

stuff, and she explains it clearly. Any problem with accounts, 

bookings, and a myriad of other queries is quickly under-

stood, worked through, and concluded.  

After just a few weeks in the job, she knew all 97 IAANZ stu-

dents by name. In a multi national student-force, that’s no 

mean feat. Although occasionally she jokingly tells an interna-

tional student his English name is Jack, or Tom. “I feel as 

though I’ve acquired dozens of new sons and daughters,” she 

laughs. 

A Southlander by birth, and still an “r” roller, Vanessa says 

she had great teachers at school, Blue Mountain College in 

Tapanui. Always a bookworm, a head injury when she was 16 

made her take things very literally. She went from carefree to 

“more black and white” and asked herself where she fitted in 

between the two.  

She decided there was nothing stopping her from doing what 

she wanted to do in life. Numbers appealed. They had to have 

meaning, they had to balance. She took a diploma course in 

computing and business administration at Aviemore Tertiary 

Institute. There it was her aim to get everything perfect, 

“they couldn’t slow me down.” 

Another light switched on and she decided a change in her life 

was required. With two and a half suitcases and four-year-old 

son Jordan, she headed to Brisbane. There she found work as 

a warehouse administrator with a small meat goods company, 

working early and late hours. Her next job was in the educa-

tion sector, working long hours on the help desk for students 

at a tertiary college covering multiple subjects. 

Over the next few years she worked in transport. With Toll 

Global’s distribution centre she arranged the installation of 

Eftpos terminals for the ANZ and did despatch, stock control 

and other logistics tasks. Then came the position of Office 

Manager for a car carrying company where again she worked 

long hours.  

Back in NZ, her mother’s health had deteriorated. After seven 

years in Brisbane she and Jordan returned home to take care 

of her and nurse her back to better health. 

A newspaper ad for our desk position caught her eye. 

“Aviation always fascinated me and it was something I want-

May 2017 

 

 

 



Welcome to another edi-

tion of the Club Flyer. Well 

what a summer that was. 

Autumn is certainly here 

now, with a vengeance. I 

hope you have all man-

aged to get some flying in 

over the past few months, 

but the weather certainly 

has not helped us. I had 

the pleasure(?) of trying to 

get Air New Zealand to fly 

me back from New Plym-

outh during the cyclone 

and I can certainly say that our little Pipers would have 

stood no chance against that onslaught. 

Since our last Flyer we have had another successful outing 

to the Nationals competition. Once again we have brought 

the Wigram Cup back to our aero club. Very well done to all 

of the team, who trained so hard and travelled so far to get 

the silverware back to where it belongs – on our shelf. 

Another great shout must go to Graeme Randle and the 

Wings formation team who brought home the GOLD at the 

Wings competition back in March. Well done Graeme. So are 

there any pilots out there who would like to have a go at 

formation flying? We are in need of some more formation-

trained pilots and I know Graeme would like to hear from 

anyone interested. It is really spectacular to see those 

planes flying in close formation over the airfield. 

We would also like to see some new people in our club flying 

team. I have seen some wonderful flying from people having 

a go at club days so why not have a word with me about 

getting in the team? We need new blood if we are going to 

keep bringing home the silverware. 

Your SPARC committee like to provide you all with interest-

ing events, and earlier this month we tried a new venue for 

a Club Day, at Forest Field. This turned out to be a resound-

ing success, and everyone who turned up had a thoroughly 

good time. The weather turned on blue skies for the day, 

and the new airfield provided a few challenges for the com-

petitors. The locals brought out their own planes, and we 

were made to feel very welcome. Can we do the same again 

next year please Pam? 

Coming up we are planning our usual winter set of activities. 

You can expect to see some more flyaways, particularly the 

annual trip to Mount Cook, and strip days to some of the 

more remote and unusual strips and we have our club 

presentation dinner on June 11th.  
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If you feel that we are not covering your interests, just let 

us know and we will work to include your suggestions into 

our calendar. And watch out for some interesting events at 

our club days over the winter – we have some surprises for 

you which we think you will like! Don’t forget, now is the 

time to get your forms in to claim your credits on our “10 for 

1” deal, for flying done last year up to March 31st. If you 

have flown more than 10 hours private hire over that 12 

months period you might be eligible for a reward, just see 

the desk to get a form. 

So come along and join in with our events, get to know peo-

ple at the club and share your experiences. We look forward 

to meeting you all over the next few months. 

Paul Isaacs  paul.isaacs@impleo.co.nz 

CLUB NEWS 

 Archer Rates Reduced 

Our beautiful, quiet, roomy, fast Piper Archers need 
some air over their wings! To get you in them, we’ve 
reduced the hourly rate by no small amount.  As of 
TODAY they are now $220/hour (previously $246) solo 
or private hire for Club members.  
Call the desk for bookings! 
 
Rangiora Branch 

On 01 May 2017 the southern side of 07/25 at Rangio-
ra was re-opened after a successful reseeding pro-
gramme. The plan to re-seed the Northern side is on 
the agenda with likely time frame being spring this 
year. The Branch Annual General Meeting is set down 
for Tuesday 09 May starting at 8 pm. Tea and coffee 
will be available after the meeting with some nibbles. 

May Dinner 

Our next normal Club dinner takes place on Sunday 07 
May.  Bookings are open until midday Fri 05 May.  Bar 
opens 5pm.  Please arrive by 6pm.  The meal will be 
soup, main and sweet plus the usual cheeseboard, tea 
and coffee.  Super value for just $30. 

Trophy Night 

Dig out your formal attire and dust it off for our glam-
our night of the year when we present a range of 
sparkling silverware to achieving members. Yes, it’s 
the 2017 Trophy Night and dinner, this year being 
held on Sun 11 June.  Bar opens 5pm.  Please arrive 
by 6pm.   

Formal attire is totally optional, but we’d prefer no 
jeans for this one.  Trophy winners will receive an invi-
tation and reply form, but the dinner is open to any-
one to attend, subject to making a booking.  Numbers 
are limited to 70 however, so don’t dilly dally when 
bookings open on Mon 08 May. Put this one in your 
diary now, if it’s not there already. 



 

 

The Sport and Recreation newsletter, published by the Membership and Publicity sub committee of the  

Canterbury Aero Club (Inc)  P.O. Box 14006 Christchurch International Airport CHRISTCHURCH Phone 03 359 2121 

www.cac.co.nz 

 WEST MELTON REPORT 
 
The autumn rains have been welcome at West Melton, and 

despite some flying time lost, it’s good to see the airfield has 

a green tinge again. The rain has produced ideal conditions 

for the grass vector renovation work led by Donn Armstrong. 

Following a fertiliser application, the drilling contractor has 

sown the remaining areas not covered by last year’s sowing.  

To protect this work, we ask that all pilots operating at WL be 

aware of this and avoid using the recently sown areas. These 

will be marked by an X at the threshold. This re-grassing 

work has become vital as WL has had increased traffic load-

ing in recent times.  Look out for any notices to pilots from 

our CFI, and just ask our instructors if you have any ques-

tions.  

West Melton users should also be familiar with the standard 

operating procedures applicable for arrivals and departures at 

WL.  These are important safety measures to keep consisten-

cy, and help align the traffic flows in and out of WL with 

those from CH. Again, if you are not familiar with these our 

instructors will be happy to explain further.  The procedures 

will also appear shortly on the Club website. 

Our regular Social Evenings are usually held on the third Sat-

urday at 5pm each month. All members are welcome to join 

us for an informal hour or two of aviation banter, along with 

wines and beers from our licensed bar. Our May Social is set 

for Sat.20th, and June 17th will be our Social combined with 

Branch AGM.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Paul Jarman.  

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

 
 

Do you have your  
 Flying NZ Pilot Proficiency Award yet?  

 
The Flying NZ Flying Proficiency Scheme promotes air safety and encour-
ages general aviation pilots to continue with valuable proficiency training, 
providing the opportunity to attain a sequence of Pilot Proficiency badges 
and certificates.  
 
Flying NZ is committed to continue to develop and support flying as a sport 
and recreational activity, encouraging personal achievement, fun and par-
ticipation in a safe environment. 
 
The objectives of the Flying NZ Pilot Proficiency scheme are: 
 

• To recognise and record defined levels of pilot experience. 

• To encourage the improvement of pilot skills. 

• To foster the continuation of flight training in a manner which will  pre-
sent a reasonable challenge to pilots of all experience levels. 

• To identify and bring within reach of all licensed pilots a sequence of 
recognised standards of achievement toward which their efforts for self-
improvement may be directed. 

• To recognise gains in piloting skills through participation in other                       
Flying NZ activities (competition, record flying etc). 

 
For full information and application form see: 
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/proficiency.html 

Until the 7th of July 2017, CAC Club Members and Instructors may apply for a  

Flying NZ Pilot Proficiency badge, free of charge.  


