
event because I hold a NZ RPL which is not recognised in Aus-

tralia.  John is an optometrist in his day job, but, like many of 

us, devotes significant volunteer time to his club. He epitomises 

the aero club volunteer and I cannot speak highly enough of his 

professionalism and friendship.  I will long remember and appre-

ciate his support for our activities at La Trobe. 

Space does not permit me to describe the weather at La Trobe, 

but Iôll just say 350 and clear skies followed by a 50kt southerly 

and power outages, trees down, all in the one day!  I also did 

my duty on the landing grid for a couple of days and it was hard-

ly pleasant. 

I want to acknowledge the excellent support of Trish Stephens, a 

multi-award winning formation pilot from Tauranga Aero Club, 

who had travelled with husband, Ike, another great aviator, in 

support of the Wings team.  Trishôs feedback from the ground 

during our practices at La Trobe was invaluable and, to my 

thinking, was instrumental in the outcome.   

Trish was also the only NZ judge for the formation events. 

The Wings event was held on Wed 29 March and it was only fit-

ting that the two national anthems played during the flag raising 

were sent via Bluetooth from the phone of team supporter, Dave 

May 2017 

In a sense, it was d®j¨ vu for me.  In March 

2013, I represented CAC and NZ in the Wings 

Trophy formation team at La Trobe Valley air-

field in western Victoria.  We felt hard done by 

on that occasion and team manager, Ian Kirk-

patrick, expressed his concerns in a Flying NZ 

Flightpath column, where he said, ñThe New 

Zealand team was not successful in retaining 

the Wings Trophy, but this was more to do with 

decisions made in the Stewardôs Room than the 

Australian teamôs flying ability.ò  My own col-

umn, for the Club Flyer was entitled óUnderarm 

Aviationô.  I am pleased to announce that our 

2017 experience was without controversy. 

I was greatly honoured in early 2017 to be of-

fered a place in the NZ Wings formation team ï 

a composite team with Darryn Franklin (leader) 

and Ian Begbie, both from Mid-Canterbury Aero 

Club.  This circumstance had come about due 

to the very unusual situation of there being no 

formation 3 teams at any Regional Rally in 

2016.  It seems that formation flying is in dire 

straits in this country, but, in MCAC/CAC, we 

were very keen to show that NZ could still field 

a competitive formation team in the Wings Tro-

phy. 

Hereôs where the d®j¨ vu bit comes in.  The 

venue for Wings 2017 was La Trobe Valley air-

field.  I naturally felt that there was unfinished 

business for NZ and especially for the formation 

team.  We knew that it was a tall ask though.  

Darryn was a proven Pairs leader, but had never led a 

three.  Ian and I were both no 2s, so one of us needed to 

move to no 3.  Ian wanted the opportunity and I happily 

gave it to him.  So, our NZ formation three was going up 

against the Aussies, on their territory, with a virtually new 

team.   

We put in some time to practice together, mainly at AS 

where Darryn had to negotiate the sky-divers who share 

the field, but we had one evening practice at WL where we 

greatly appreciated the ground feedback from Grant 

Hopewell and Sue Grundy, both of whom are experienced 

formation 3 pilots.  In spite of our best intentions however, 

several planned practices had to be cancelled due weather 

and we arrived in Australia on Sun 26 March feeling some-

what underdone. 

At Moorabbin, Paul Canavan, and the Royal Victorian Aero 

Club, were superb hosts and we flew three RVAC Warriors 

the 66nm to La Trobe, doing some formation practice on 

the way.  I could write a small book on how well LVAC 

hosted us and I cannot speak highly enough of John War-

ren, an LVAC instructor and immediate past President, who 

sat in my right seat for every practice and competition 
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Campbell, a man who should strike fear into any 

Australian aero club pilot.  I felt tremendous pride 

to stand at attention while Hayley Westenra sang 

her superb rendition of God Defend New Zealand. 

Team member, Daniel Campbell (spot landing), 

won the toss and, following the teamôs earlier de-

termination, announced that NZ would fly first.  

Formation was first up and flying conditions were 

excellent, the calmest weather weôd flown in to-

gether.  We felt weôd given it our best shot and that 

seemed to be the feedback from the NZ team 

members and supporters watching.  We felt a de-

gree of confidence, but we knew that nothing was 

in the bag until the awards were announced on 

Saturday night. 

The Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia put 

on an excellent prize-giving evening on Sat 02 April 

at a local vineyard.  I was delighted, along with 

Darryn and Ian, to receive a gold medal for first 

place in the Wings formation.  I certainly felt that 

Iôd dealt to the hoodoo of 2013.  Unfortunately, we 

had to again surrender the Wings Trophy on a 

countback after the 4 events were drawn 2 apiece.  

Knowing that the Aussies were very hard to beat at 

home, I took some comfort in knowing that the 

trophy could be won back in Timaru in Feb 2018.  

Bring it on! 

In the Australian Light Aircraft Championships 

(ALACs), held on Friday and Saturday, the Kiwis 

again fared very well.  In the spot landing, out of 

34 competitors, Dave Campbell won by a hairs-

breadth (0.78 of a point) from son, Daniel.  Dave 

also won the forced landing, with Daniel in 3rd 

place, Mike Fleming in 4th, Ian Begbie 6th and Dar-

ryn Franklin 8th, out of 31 competitors.  Dave was 

2nd in the streamer cutting (21 entrants) and of 

course he took out the individual overall award by 

27 points from Australian, Dave Kunkel, who re-

ceived the trophy and the medal.  Dave also did 

that at La Trobe in 2013.  What a pilot.  We let the 

Australians take the formation win in the ALACs. 

In closing, Iôd like to thank FNZ Exec Secretary, 

Lisa Macdonald, who did a fantastic job supporting 

us and who never lost her smile and her laugh.  

She worked tremendously hard on behalf of some 

team members who had fallen into CASA cracks.  

Lisa, youôre a legend!  To my Wings teammates, I 

say thank-you and well done.  It was a privilege to 

stand beside you in a NZ shirt. 

Des Barry ï formation 

Daniel Campbell ï Spot Landing 

Mike Fleming ï FLWOP 

Darryn Franklin and Ian Begbie - formation 


