
approach to flight training and making New Zealand the pre-
ferred choice for aspiring pilots.   

A big thank you to all the participants and especially the Air 
New Zealand pilots and staff who speak and encourage at 
these events. For our students, domestic and foreign, it's an 
opportunity to see what happens once they start their flying 
career. 

 
Our own staff deserve a very big thank you and recognition for 
the work they put into making these events happen both be-
fore and after to get us back into normal mode once all the 
furniture is back in-place and everything else is where it should 
be.  
 
The next major event we plan with the aid of Air New Zealand 
is a 'Women in Aviation’ night. The event will focus on Aviation 
for women and the unique issues such as how to juggle a de-
manding career with family commitments. There are increasing 
female flight crew numbers in Air New Zealand and many air-
lines are wanting this trend to continue. Aviation is an industry 
for women as much as men and that message needs to get 
out.                                                               continued... 
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You don’t often get to see one of these parked in front of 

the club’s building. An ATR72- 500 Series.    

On 6th September the Canterbury Aero club and its sub-
sidiary the IAANZ hosted this year's regional meeting for 
the Air New Zealand Aviation Institute https://
www.aviationinstitute.co.nz/ which includes four flight 
training organisations (FTO's) across New Zealand to be 
the preferred providers in career training for aspiring pi-
lots.  

We had a very full house with assistance grateful-
ly received from some of our students and staff. We also 
had fantastic access for those who were interested, and 
that was nearly everyone, to take a look inside the pointy 
end of one of Air NZ Mount Cook Airlines' toys parked out-
side our building. Unfortunately we had to give it back 
before the morning but is was interesting watching it be-
ing manoeuvred past the fuel pump on the narrow taxi-
way. 
 
We receive leads from the Air New Zealand Aviation Insti-
tute website and share these around between the four 
schools. This is one step closer to creating a more NZ Inc 

 

 

Great photo reflected in our front windows - courtesy Stephanie Royds.  

https://www.aviationinstitute.co.nz/
https://www.aviationinstitute.co.nz/
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If you can help us plan and run this event or have a 
suitable speaker in mind sometime in November/
December, please let me know so that we can start 
the planning. 

Alan Booth - CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe one of the true joys of VFR flying is the freedom of flight.  

Go where you want, when you like. To be able to pull an aeroplane 

out and set off for a far destination at a moment’s notice is a true 

privilege for the average Kiwi. 

One of the great pleasures of VFR flight is to make decisions dur-

ing your flight as conditions or expectations change. We need to 

protect that right. There are some serious safety issues though. If 

we all just go where we want whenever we like, the ensuing chaos 

would be catastrophic to say the least. Those that have driven on 

the roads in developing countries will know exactly what I mean.  

We have some serious battles ahead of us though as society 

changes. People are now demanding instant information right here 

right now and with the least effort, if we need to know something 

google will tell us within 0.2 seconds they boast. As pilots, we 

must not be self absorbed and drawn into this mindset, we need to 

regularly review the procedures, rules and publications we abide 

by. 

When talking with fellow pilots about flying I often use vehicle 

analogies. So often there are parallels that are relevant. Our road 

signs when flying are clouds, visibility, sink/lift, turbulence etc. 

and as I mentioned in my last article, we use all of our senses 

when flying. We need to read the sky and feel what the aircraft is 

telling us to make the decisions for safe, comfortable and efficient 

flight. One thing we don’t have in the air like we do on the road 

are road signs to remind us what to do. Road signs publish the 

relevant information for the driver in a “right here, right now” style 

to inform and enhance safety, the driver does not need to remem-

ber much other than a few simple rules.  

Our core source of information are the rules and procedures laid 

out for us by those that have gone before. Remember much of 

what we abide by today has been developed by the sacrifice of 

others through accidents, incidents and research. Our memory 

plays a huge part in the link between procedures and the practical 

application of them. Numerous studies have shown us that unless 

there is a conscious effort to review stored information in our 

memory we won’t be able to retrieve the information as time pass-

es. The least we can do is to keep refreshing our knowledge and 

keep current on the published procedures to keep each other safe.  

Let’s look at some of the common procedures that we 

should know. 

Departing Aircraft                                                                                                                             

4.1 Departure 4.1.1 The pilot of a VFR or IFR aircraft departing the 

aerodrome traffic circuit must make all turns in the direction of the 

traffic circuit, unless: 

a. otherwise instructed by ATC in controlled airspace; or 

b. a turn in the opposite direction has been prescribed as part 

of an IFR departure procedure; or 

c. the aircraft is laterally clear of the circuit area or is a 

Photo by Marcus Frew - More on Page 7 
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minimum 1500 feet above the aerodrome level. 

My advice is also to stay at circuit altitude until well clear of 

the circuit then climb through the joining altitude to your 

cruising altitude to avoid conflict with joining aircraft.  

Transiting Aircraft 

Once clear of the Aerodrome have a good plan to avoid the 

expected route of other aircraft. The best way to do this is to 

transit above 3000 feet and adhere to the cruising levels.  If 

following any line features or areas frequented by transiting 

aircraft below 3000 feet put yourself in an area away from 

them. An example is a coast line; if the land is on your left-

hand side you should be seaward of the coast to allow room 

for an aircraft coming the other way “captain to captain”. 

The same applies for restricted areas of airspace like transit 

lanes, passes etc. always allow space for an aircraft to pass 

on your left from the opposite direction if conditions allow. 

Another consideration is the use of GPS and electronic flight 

bags. Many pilots are flying the exact magenta line. You can 

protect yourself when flying popular routes by being slightly 

right of the track, once again “captain to captain”  

Standard Joining Procedures 

Overhead Join 

The safest joining procedure is the overhead join for us be-

cause our primary source of traffic separation is our eyes, to 

establish all the circuit traffic while overhead and sequence 

in accordingly. Just like merging into the motorway lane you 

need to adjust speed, merge with plenty of distance both 

forward and behind then follow the same predictable track of 

the other aircraft.  

The radio is only used for building situational awareness. 

Once again, we must not be drawn into the self-absorbed 

thought that because we make a radio call everyone will 

avoid us.  

Joining Direct Into the circuit 

Joining direct into the leg of the circuit is completely stand-

ard and at some aerodromes is the safest way to join in bad 

weather or when sky diving operations are going on. This 

joining method should be practised from time to time in your 

day to day flying when conditions and traffic permit. Some 

aerodromes recommend an overhead join for safety, and 

one of these is Rangiora due to the high traffic numbers. 

Please respect this and use the direct join at quieter aero-

dromes. The added risk is that you will find it more difficult 

to sight the traffic, remember this is the requirement for 

separation. As per the diagram above you need to enter the 

leg of the circuit at circuit altitude on the same track from 

well out. This gives you time to sight traffic and separate 

yourself accordingly.  Joining direct into long final exposes 

you and others to the most risk because of the difficulty in 

sighting the other traffic when committing to the approach.                              

We see more and more legislation constantly springing up to 

try and decrease accidents and incidents. There is burgeon-

ing industry that has appeared to support the health and 

safety legislation. Let’s try and keep our flying legislation as 

simple as possible and make sure we follow the rules and 

procedures closely to minimise the amount of restriction on 

our freedom.  

I challenge you to re-familiarise yourself with the rules and 

procedures we operate under.  

In particular AIPNZ VFR relevant procedures, CAANZ Rules 

Part 91 General Operating and Flight Rules would be a good 

place to start. http://www.aip.net.nz  - https://

www.caa.govt.nz/rules/rules/  

Nathan Clarke - CFI 

The endurance and suc-

cess of Canterbury Aero 

Club over a period of 

nearly 90 years can be 

attributed to two groups 

of people. Firstly, our 

dedicated professional 

staff who have trained 

our pilots, maintained 

our aircraft, and man-

aged our affairs over 

this time. Secondly, our 

volunteers who have 

given their time to the 

governance and service 

of the Club.  

For some it is out at the branches where skills like tractor 

driving or building maintenance come into play, while for 

others it is around the Executive table where we call upon a 

range of professional and practical experience.  

At West Melton, I often recall with gratitude the vision of Bill 

Morrison and his committee who had the foresight to build 

an airfield from a rough sheep pasture 45 years ago.  

The value of these efforts cannot be measured in dollars 

alone. While the dollar value is substantial, it’s matched by 

the determination to keep club values to the fore and to 

steer the ship on the right course for the future.  

For those involved this effort and contribution brings its own 

rewards, with new friendships made and the satisfaction of 

seeing projects through to completion. 

My reason for writing is to say that we need an input of new 

voluntary talent to help make all this happen.  With IT tech-

nology now in place, we are looking to build a data base of 

the many and varied skills or trades of our members, and 

identify those who may wish to assist us. In some cases, it 

is just a matter of knowing the right people to provide ad-

vice on a specialist subject. In others, volunteers may be 

happy to undertake a project.  Remember this is entirely 

voluntary, and will involve only as much time as you are 

comfortable with.  

If you would like to assist us by contributing to the future of 

your club, please register you name, contact details and 

area of skills or qualifications with bookings@cac.co.nz   

 Paul Jarman. 

 

 

Photo by Marcus Frew - More on Page 7 
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With a degree in Business Management 
gained in the USA and a PPL from CAC NZ, 
Thomas Maher is well suited to the newly 
created role of Club Business Unit Manager. 
 
By Club, we mean the non Academy side of 
our organisation, I.e. flight training for rec-
reational pilots, private hire, sport flying, 
special events like Club Days and flyaway, 
all the aspects of aviation that CAC Inc has 
been doing for the past 89 years only these 
days is more complex, probably a lot safer 
and offering far more choices than it did 
back in 1928. 
 
On the business side, Thomas is overseeing 
the use of Club instructors and aircraft, that 
the right amount of both enables those valu-
able resources to be used efficiently.  
Merged into the picture are engineering and 
maintenance requirements, very necessary 
for safe operations and carried out by our 
own engineering division which is the envy 
of many other flying clubs and schools. 
 
Over recent weeks since he was appointed, 
Thomas has tried hard to get the message 
across to invite members to contact him 
with requests, questions, suggestions.  He 
understands that time and money is an issue 
precluding many of us from flying as much 
as we want, but he can smooth other things 
out such as resource availability, event de-
tails and providing a good customer service 
experience. 
 
Through his input on social media and the 
weekly newsletter, he is starting to see pro-
gress, with more interest in events for ex-
ample.  “Pilots think logically, they need the 
detail of an event - time, place, approximate 
cost etc. 
“We (staff) need to keep our eyes out for 
the newer members walking in, introduce 
ourselves, talk to them about their needs 
and inquiries. 
 
“With a background of project management, 
I need to ask and listen to find a customer’s 
requirement or problem.  Once I know an issue I put it on 
my to-do list and only get a sense of accomplishment by 
sorting it.” 
 
Mention Donald Trump and you get a raised eyebrow and an 
eye roll.  Mention flying and there’s an eye twinkle.  There’s 
also a soft East Coast USA accent. Thomas hails from upstate 
New York, about half an hour north of Manhattan.   
 
On leaving college, Thomas put himself through a construc-
tion management degree and then a business degree in 
Phoenix Arizona.  With his two degrees, he started working in 
project management in Arizona then moved to Las Vegas to 
manage the design/build of a 1000 room hotel, followed by 
other hotels and casinos.  His poker skills he admits are only 
average. 
 
From Vegas, he moved to Cayman Island where he project 
managed for Ritz Carlton. 
 
He always had an “over the fence” sense of adventure, 
hence New Zealand beckoned, especially the South Island, 
maybe for a month or so.  Nearly four years later, he’s still 
here and well settled into a Kiwi lifestyle. 
 
Like most of us, he’d always wanted to learn to fly. Thomas’s 
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Dad took him as a youngster to local rural airfields, then lat-
er, on commercial flights he’d always take a window seat so 
he could look out at the world of sky and flight. 
 
Once living and working in Christchurch, he walked into the 
Club and took an intro flight.  His instructor asked him if he’d 
like more flights and little persuasion was needed (good cus-
tomer service there! - Ed). Thomas always thought he might 
have a medical issue preventing him from gaining his full 
PPL, but by working through CAA’s list of special require-
ments he’s managed to do it and his post PPL hours are 
mounting. 
 
In his spare time he enjoys doing volunteer work, helping 
physically disabled children and adults, IHC friend program, 
and he’s cooked for the City Mission.  This work he says 
“grounds you, takes out any stress.” As does his liking for a 
round of golf or a day ski-ing. 
 
There’s no getting away from the fact our Club is a business.  
Through good governance and management we’ve survived 
as the country’s largest aero club in what is not the country’s 
largest region or city.  Logistics have become a necessary 
part of what we do and with his experience in project man-
agement as well as his recent achievement of a PPL Thomas 
sees both sides of the coin. 

 

 

 

By Sue Grundy 
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It’s time to get some Young Eagle action on! Keep an eye out for details in your inbox, YE’s for details 

on an excursion to the fabulous Ashburton Aviation Museum in October. This is a great day out and an 

easy flight and usually reliable weather-wise.  

The intended date is 22 October. More details very soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

YOUNG EAGLES UPDATE 

One of the previous Young Eagle groups to visit the Ashburton Aviation Museum 

 

Our instructors have been doing a good deal of 

Young Eagles flights until recently and now that 

Thomas Maher has joined the flight command-

ers’ team we’ll be doing more experience flights 

and less instruction flights. Young Eagles that 

want and need instruction will be best served 

under the designation of ‘student pilot’ and still 

be Young Eagles.  

Start working on your applications for the annual 

Ross Macpherson Flying NZ Scholarship.  

You’ll have to be 15 years old and prepare an 

application involving 500 words, convincing the 

judges that you should receive one of the five up 

for grabs.   

The scholarship offers $3500 worth of flight 

training – that’ll get you well on your way to 

First Solo – or beyond.  

Finally we have a NEW Email address for Canter-
bury Aero Club Young Eagles:  

cacyoungeagles@gmail.com   

Pete King - Young Eagles Co-ordinator / 

pete.d.king / 0223579241 

Young Eagle Mick Fahey experiences  

his first flight with Peter King. 

mailto:cacyoungeagles@gmail.com
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It’s that time again when members of all the aeroclubs in the 

Alpine Region are gearing up to pit their flying skills against 

each other at the Flying NZ Alpine Regional Rally. 

This year the Rally is being held on the 27th and 28th of 

October in Motueka, hosted by the Motueka Aero Club. 

Members of clubs from Mid Canterbury (Ashburton), Canter-

bury, Kaikoura, Marlborough, Nelson and Motueka will be 

competing.  

Once again our club will be well represented. 

Team manager and Life Member Alan Beard said “Training 

started in earnest last weekend (16-17 September) and I am 

quietly confident that we are building a great team”. 

“We have a good mixture of seasoned competitors and some 

very keen new ones” Alan said. “While we will be concentrat-

ing on retaining the Wigram Cup, we are equally keen to get 

as many of our Canterbury competitors winning their events 

so as to qualify for the National Championships which will be 

held at Timaru at the end of February next year” he said. 

The CAC Team 

The club welcomes non competitors to come up to Motueka 

to the Rally as supporters. As well as being a competition 

event the Alpine rally is also a great social aviation event.  

If you intend to attend as a supporter and be allowed airside, 

you should register on the Flying NZ web site at: 

www.flyingnz.co.nz/competitions.html 

All persons wishing to go airside will need to wear a Hi Vis 

jacket. 

 

 

Wigram Cup Non Instrument Cir-
cuit Alistair Morrow 
Wigram Cup Instrument flying Steve Noad 

Wigram Cup Senior Landing Phil Wilby 

Wigram Cup Junior Landing Alan Whitmore 
Airways Corporation Trophy   
Flight manoeuvres and rejoin Tim Holton 

Airwork Cup – Low Flying  Andreas Michaelides 
Bledisloe Aviation Trophy   
Navigation less than 150 hours Alan Whitmore 

Cory Wright Cup  
Intermediate Aerobatics Austin Jones 
D M Allan Memorial Cup  
Intermediate Aerobatics. Richard Collett 
G M Spence Trophy  
Forced landing without power Phil Wilby 
Ivon Warmington Trophy - Life 
raft 

Graeme Randle  Mark 
Reeves 

Jean Batten Memorial Trophy Brianna Boyd 
Newman Cup – Precision Brianna Boyd 
New Zealand Herald  
Challenge Trophy Geoff Brodie 

Rotorua Trophy – Bombing Mark Reeves 
Sir Francis Boys Cup   
Precision circuits Phil Wilby 
Wanganui Trophy (CPL low flying) Nick Nickoloff 

W A Morrison Trophy   
Three ship formation 

Andrew Butler 
Graeme Randle 
Grant Hopewell 

Waitemata Aero Club Cup  
Sportsman Aerobatics John McCallister 

05/01/2017 Lionel Green PPL 

30/01/2017 Conor Bland CPL 

30/01/2017 Tashi Tsering MEIR 

03/02/2017 Wally Tai First Solo 

08/02/2017 Ashleigh Smith MEIR 

16/02/2017 Niels Pedersen First Solo 

10/02/2017 Hayato Suzuki PPL 

21/02/2017 Campbell Hall MEIR 

25/02/2017 Lauren Humphreys First Solo 

05/03/2017 Sean Handa Oakley MEIR 

06/03/2017 Mark Fryer PPL 

06/03/2017 Eli Shingleton PPL 

19/03/2017 Harry Pankhurst First Solo 

19/03/2017 John McClelland First Solo 

11/04/2017 Sing Yeung First Solo 

1/04/2017 Cameron Stewart PPL 

10/04/2017 Vignesh Shetty PPL 

14/05/2017 Sam Johnstone PPL 

15/05/2017 Jun Yoshikawa PPL 

16/05/2017 Kaichi Kubo PPL 

24/05/2017 Julian Cho PPL 

21/05/2017 Joel Churcher PPL 

04/06/2017 Chi Sing Chan First Solo 

04/06/2017 Siu Ting Lam First Solo 

07/06/2017 Louis Jerard B-Cat 

07/06/2017 Cameron Hosea First Solo 

12/06/2017 Chris Broadbent B-Cat 

18/06/2017 Tim Holton First Solo 

19/06/2017 Keron Hou First Solo 

26/06/2017 Andrea Binelli PPL 

30/06/2017 Allison Cooper First Solo 

04/07/2017 Brooke Birnie First Solo 

04/07/2017 Nathan Thavarra First Solo 

09/07/2017 Steve Mcdonald First Solo 

12/07/2017 Matt Robinson PPL 

12/07/2017 Andrew Taylor PPL 

14/07/2017 Dat Nghiem MEIR 

15/07/2017 Harry Pooler First Solo 

25/07/2017 Shaun McCarthy First Solo 

25/07/2017 Andreas Wiedemann C-Cat 

03/08/2017 Phi Nguyen MEIR 

09/08/2017 Viet Duc Pham PPL 

09/08/2017 Victor Washington PPL 

11/08/2017 Phuc Xuan MEIR 

15/08/2017 Huy Duc Ta MEIR 

17/08/2017 Alex Stewart MEIR / SEIR 

23/08/2017 Brianna Boyd First Solo 

04/09/2017 Cameron Hosea PPL 

13/09/2017 Joe Brown MEIR 

14/09/2017 Logan Brooks MEIR 
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Stand-out photographer and well respected IF in-
structor Mark Frew takes every opportunity during his 
working days and nights to capture moments, people, 
scenes, always with a great flare for the artistry and 
balance of the shot. 
 
Members will have seen many of them on both the 
Club and Academy social media pages.  They’re not 
your everyday posting once seen quickly forgotten.  
There’s a depth and feeling to Mark’s work and his 
talent has been recognised by TV3 Newshub when his 
weather shots are put up and his name (and even 
Canterbury Aero Club) credited.  Likewise, the Star 
newspaper has published his photos editorially. 
 
Mark takes his Canon 750D entry level camera to 
work every day and knows when to get it ready for 
action.  Photography has been a passion since his 
school days when he took subjects that involved the 
arts - painting, music, design.  In fact, anything that 
avoided science, he jokes!  And now science, and art, 
have combined to give us the benefit of his talent as 
a senior and experienced instructor and an equally 
talented photographer. 
 
We look forward to the time when you publish a book 
of your work, Mark.  

Words by Sue Grundy 

 

Photos by Marcus Frew 
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 WEST MELTON REPORT 
 
Spring has brought a welcome tinge of green to the airfield 

with the renovated grass vectors improving all the time. 

Thanks for your cooperation in using the seal when possible 

to allow the grass to establish, especially when it’s wet.  

The heavy use our airfield gets these days requires careful 

management, so please read and observe the Notices to Pi-

lots which appear in the Club Newsletter.  

Some good news is that we are underway with plans to have 

a permanent fuel installation at West Melton. This will add to 

the efficiency of operations there and avoid the regular cart-

age of avgas by fuel tanker from Christchurch.  

Thanks to our committee and volunteers for their help at our 

recent spring working bee. A busy morning took care of sev-

eral maintenance jobs around the clubhouse and airfield. 

Safety aspects are always paramount at a busy airfield, and 

with around 15,000 movements annually West Melton is one 

of these. Our CFI Nathan Clarke recently reminded us of 

some basics to consider when operating at WL. To see the 

full Standard Operating Procedures, go to the Club website 

and under the members area the SOP’s are available to 

download.   

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

 

 
 

Do you have your  
 Flying NZ Pilot Proficiency Award yet?  

 
The Flying NZ Flying Proficiency Scheme promotes air safety and encour-
ages general aviation pilots to continue with valuable proficiency training, 
providing the opportunity to attain a sequence of Pilot Proficiency badges 
and certificates.  
 
Flying NZ is committed to continue to develop and support flying as a sport 
and recreational activity, encouraging personal achievement, fun and par-
ticipation in a safe environment. 
 
The objectives of the Flying NZ Pilot Proficiency scheme are: 
 

• To recognise and record defined levels of pilot experience. 

• To encourage the improvement of pilot skills. 

• To foster the continuation of flight training in a manner which will  pre-
sent a reasonable challenge to pilots of all experience levels. 

• To identify and bring within reach of all licensed pilots a sequence of 
recognised standards of achievement toward which their efforts for self-
improvement may be directed. 

• To recognise gains in piloting skills through participation in other                       
Flying NZ activities (competition, record flying etc). 

 
 
For full information and application form see: 
http://www.flyingnz.co.nz/proficiency.html 

A recent addition is the requirement to make a standard 

overhead join when joining to WL from CH.   

There is not a lot of time to assess traffic coming in this 

way, so this join makes sense. Nathan also recommends 

using dual frequency function if available on your radio, to 

get a picture of circuit traffic. The overhead join is also rec-

ommended from other directions anytime you are unsure if 

there is conflicting traffic in the circuit. Reading the SOP’s 

will help ensure you are familiar with the way the Academy 

does things for arrivals and departures at WL, and will help 

club pilots operate safely there.  You are always welcome to 

approach our instructors with any questions that arise. 

Finally, social news. Our next monthly Social Evening will be 

held at WL on Sat 21st October from 5pm. All members are 

welcome to join our gathering for an hour or two of aviation 

chat along with a good wine and snacks.  

Then the month following it’s Christmas - almost.  For your 

diary, the Club Christmas party will be held at WL on Satur-

day November 25th, fully catered.  We look forward to see-

ing you.  

Paul Jarman.   


